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Our Mission
Minnesota State University Moorhead is a caring community promising all students 
the opportunity to discover their passions, the rigor to develop intellectually and the 
versatility to shape a changing world.

Our Purpose
In the simplest and most idealistic terms, our purpose at Minnesota State University 
Moorhead (MSUM) is to transform the world by transforming lives. Nowhere is this 
purpose more evident than at Commencement, as our newest graduates prepare to 
make their marks on the world. They join thousands of MSUM alumni who have 
experienced the transformative power of higher education and used their education to 
make our world a better place.

Our Core Values
As members of the MSUM community, our graduates embody the core values that 
define MSUM:

GRIT:
▸ We are “scrappy” and resourceful.
▸ We have big goals and the tenacity to achieve them.
▸ We have the courage to do what’s right.

HUMILITY:
▸ We’re all on the same team and everyone’s role is important.
▸ We seek the best ideas and know they can come from anywhere and anyone in our 

campus community.
▸ We don’t take ourselves too seriously.

HEART:
▸ We go the extra mile for our students and each other.
▸ We are passionate about our purpose.
▸ We are fiercely loyal to MSUM.

Minnesota State University Moorhead is one of seven comprehensive Minnesota state universities established 
to provide the citizens of Minnesota access to quality educational programs at moderate cost. Minnesota State 
University Moorhead’s primary responsibility is to provide baccalaureate programs to residents of northwest and 
west central Minnesota. Through tuition reciprocity agreements, the University also provides educational services to 
residents of several regional states and one Canadian province.

Emergency Information
Address you are at: Nemzek Hall | 1711 6th Avenue South | Moorhead, MN 56563

Emergency: 911 | Lost and Found: CMU Main Office – 218.477.2261 | Public Safety Office – 218.477.2449
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George Soule
George Soule, Minneapolis, has served on the Board of 
Trustees since 2017. He is an appellate tribal court judge 
for five Minnesota tribes, including the White Earth 
Nation. George is a founding partner of Soule & Stull 
LLC, where he is a civil trial lawyer. 

Soule is a member of the Minnesota Campaign Finance 
and Public Disclosure Board. He is a past president of 
the Minnesota American Indian Bar Association and 
a past chair of the Minnesota Commission on Judicial 
Selection, and he served on the board of the Minnesota 
State University Moorhead Alumni Foundation.

He earned his B.A. from Minnesota State University 
Moorhead (formerly Moorhead State University) and a 
juris doctor from Harvard Law School.

Governor Mark Dayton reappointed Soule to the Board of 
Trustees in 2018. His term ends on June 30, 2030.

Myles Montplaisir
Myles Montplaisir is best known as the creator and 
personality behind the You Betcha social channels. 
Myles and the You Betcha crew create humorous and 
relatable content that celebrates the quirks and charm 
of life in the Midwest. Myles has turned his passion for 
storytelling and regional pride into a full-blown media 
empire – including podcasts, merchandise, and business 
partnerships – reaching millions of fans across the 
country. Myles received a bachelor’s degree in exercise 
science in 2015. He is a former Dragons football player.  

Gary Tharaldson

Gary Tharaldson is a leader of multiple business 
enterprises, including CEO and founder of Tharaldson 
Hospitality, Tharaldson Commercial, and Tharaldson 
Ethanol. He is a visionary entrepreneur and local 
businessman who has made a lasting mark on the 
hospitality industry, the regional and national economy, 
and the lives of thousands of employees.

Tharaldson’s journey began in 1982, when he purchased 
his first Super 8 motel in Valley City, N.D. Since then, 
he has transformed the American hospitality landscape, 
developing and operating over 480 hotels, opening one 
new hotel per month on average over 40 years. His 
companies currently own 86 operating hotels and 
continue to develop new properties nationwide.

Tharaldson holds undergraduate degrees in business 
administration and physical education. Before 
branching into real estate and launching his lodging 
dynasty, he was a schoolteacher and insurance 
salesman. He has appeared in various national 
publications and received numerous accolades and 
awards, including the first Hunter Conference Award 
for Excellence and Inspiration, an award created 
to celebrate an owner “who has exemplified high 
standards in leadership, citizenship, and innovation and 
who has been an inspiration to the industry,” according 
to Hotel Business magazine.

SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT 
GUEST SPEAKERS
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SPRING 2025 COMMENCEMENT

Welcome...................................................................... Mr. Daron Selvig, Master of Ceremonies

Processional Music................................................“Crown Imperial-Pomp and Circumstance”
	 Composed by William Walton and Edward Elgar
	 MSUM Wind Ensemble, Directed by Dr. Benjamin Druffel, Assistant Professor of Music

Staff Bearer....................................................................................................... Dr. Jeremy Carney
	 Vice President, Faculty Association

Presentation of the Colors...........................................MSUM Army & Air Force Color Guard 

National Anthem.................................................................................MSUM Chamber Singers 
	 Directed by Dr. Michael Johnson, Assistant Professor of Music 

Land Acknowledgement Statement...............................................................Mr. Jered Pigeon 
	 Campus Diversity Officer, Director of Diversity & Inclusion 

Introduction................................................................................................... Dr. Timothy Downs
	 President, Minnesota State University Moorhead 

Greeting........................................................................................................Trustee George Soule
	 Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees & Office of the Chancellor

Commencement Address........................................................................Mr. Myles Montplaisir 

Student Speakers............................................................... Madison Hanson, 9 a.m. Ceremony
	 Demi Lee Carlisle, Tim Rehn, 2 p.m. Ceremony

Conferring of Degrees &  
Presentation of Diplomas.......................................................................... Dr. Timothy Downs 
	 President, Minnesota State University Moorhead 
	 Dr. Arrick Jackson 
	 Provost and Senior VP for Academic & Student Affairs

9 – 10:30 a.m. Ceremony
Dr. Robert Nava, Dean of Graduate Studies & Extended Learning 
Dr. Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, Dean of the College of Arts & Humanities 
College Marshal: Dr. Susan Imbarrato, English Department
Dr. Ok-Hee Lee, Dean of the College of Education & Human Services, Associate Vice President 
of Student Success

College Marshal: Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Speech Language Hearing Sciences Department

2 – 3:30 p.m. Ceremony
Dr. Robert Nava, Dean of Graduate Studies & Extended Learning 
Dr. Elizabeth Nawrot, Dean of the College of Science, Health & the Environment 
College Marshal: Dr. Craig Jasperse, Chemistry & Biochemistry Department
Dr. Adam Goyt, representing Dr. Peter Sherman, Dean of the College of Business, Analytics  
& Communication

College Marshal: Dr. Theresa Hest, School of Communication & Journalism

Conferring of Graduate Degrees .............................................................. Dr. Timothy Downs 
	 President, Minnesota State University Moorhead

The Alma Mater...................................................................................MSUM Chamber Singers 
	 Directed by Dr. Michael Johnson, Assistant Professor of Music 

Recessional..................................................................................................... “Coronation March” 
	 Composed by John Williams 
	 MSUM Wind Ensemble, Directed by Dr. Benjamin Druffel, Assistant Professor of Music 

When taking pictures in the designated photo area, please be respectful of others wishing to 
see the program. The audience is asked to stand for the Processional and Recessional.

Join us for a celebratory reception after each commencement ceremony in the Comstock 
Memorial Union Sungarden Lounge. Enjoy cookies and lemonade while connecting with 

fellow graduates, faculty, and loved ones. We look forward to celebrating your achievement!

Please be advised that photographs will be taken at the event for use on the Minnesota State 
Moorhead website and in the press, Moorhead marketing materials, and all other Moorhead 
publications. By entering this event, you consent to Moorhead photographing and using your 

image and likeness.
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College of Education and Human Services
Dr. Ok-Hee Lee, Dean
College Marshal: Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Speech Language Hearing Sciences 

Department

BACHELOR OF ARTS
*Costa-Osburn, Mavis Marie, Eureka, CA, Early Childhood Education Non-Licensure
Da Silva, Rafael Quentin, Rochester, MN, Sociology, Summa Cum Laude 
Fremstad, Ethan Thomas, Fargo, ND, Criminal Justice
Granroth, Nathan Thoren, Sebeka, MN, Criminal Justice, Magna Cum Laude 
Heglund, Emily Marie, Dassel, MN, Criminal Justice; Juvenile Justice, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Lopez, Isis Sylvia, Chicago, IL, Criminal Justice; Sociology
MacLennan, Elliott James, Edmonton, Canada, Criminal Justice, Magna Cum Laude 

*Mohamed, Asha, Fargo, ND, Early Childhood Education Non-Licensure
Rustand, Taylor Lynn, Evansville, MN, Criminal Justice, Cum Laude 

*Sours, Zoey Christine, Lisbon, ND, Sociology, Women and Gender Studies, 
Summa Cum Laude 

Uhlenkamp, Brendan, Paynesville, MN, Criminal Justice; Sociology
Van Der Hagen, Jenna Kathryn, Albany, MN, Criminal Justice, Sociology
VanVoorhis, CaLee Jo, Becker, MN, Criminal Justice, Sociology; Political Science, 

Cum Laude 
Venske, Casey Edward, Stillwater, MN, Sociology, Criminal Justice, Magna Cum Laude 
Weishair, Cati Elle, Ham Lake, MN, Criminal Justice, Summa Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Alshahmani, Fatima, Moorhead, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education
Aranda, Emma LuElla, Hitterdal, MN, Early Childhood Education, Magna Cum Laude 
Baumhardt, Brooklyn Marie, Breckenridge, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing 

Science; Special Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Beckler, Tori Layne, Bismarck, ND, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Bjorge, Nolan Lawerance, Little Falls, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Cum Laude 
Boman, Kailey Nicole, Barnesville, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Bordwell, Lauren Marie, Baxter, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Christen, Abbie Elizabeth, Albany, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Dudley, Dilynn Nicole, Big Lake, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Business 

Administration, Marketing, Cum Laude 
*Engebretson, Beth Claire, Michigan City, IN, Speech/Language/Hearing Sciences, 

Cum Laude 

Feist, Jadyn, Horace, ND, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Coaching, Summa 
Cum Laude 

*Folk, Rhianna Kay, Milbank, SD, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Music, 
Summa Cum Laude 

Forbes, Kaia Joan, Arden Hills, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education; Psychology, 
Magna Cum Laude 

Gedde, Allison Jane, Wadena, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science
Grabau, Alexis Kay, Lino Lakes, MN, Early Childhood Education, Cum Laude 

*Halvorson, Kyndra Rae, Hawley, MN, Early Childhood Education
Hamilton, Abigail Christine, West Fargo, ND, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, 

Cum Laude 
Hawk, Grace Elizabeth, Dilworth, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Cum Laude 
Hefling, Abby, Blooming Prairie, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; 

Coaching, Summa Cum Laude 
Hill, Ashley Lynn, Ashby, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education; Special Education, 

Magna Cum Laude 
Huus, Makayla Rose, Fergus Falls, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education; Special 

Education, Magna Cum Laude 
Irsfeld, Madeline Grace, Browerville, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Johnson, Justine, Aitkin, MN, Early Childhood Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Johnson, Rachel Leigh, Baudette, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Special 

Education
Kehoe, MacKenna Jeanne, Morris, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Kelsch, Emily Elizabeth, Linton, ND, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Cum 

Laude 
Knoblauch, Jacy Rae, Bemidji, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Lacher, Julia Ruby, Brainerd, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Special 

Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Lengerich, Lily Miyo, Salida, CO, Elementary Inclusive Education, Magna Cum Laude 
Lombard, Kaelyn Rae, Becker, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Lundeen, Alexis DelRae, Detroit Lakes, MN, Early Childhood Education, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Malterud, Katarina Lee, Bemidji, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science; Special 

Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Melby, Anna Lynn, Alexandria, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Moske, Sabrina Rose, Alexandria, MN, Early Childhood Education
Murphy, Abbey, West Fargo, ND, Elementary Inclusive Education, Cum Laude 
Neuhalfen, Mackenzie Rae, Moorhead, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, 

Magna Cum Laude 



10 CLASS OF 2025    COLLEGE OF EDUCATION & HUMAN SERVICES MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY MOORHEAD 11Asterisk (*) denotes summer graduates.

Oconnell, Mckenzie Nicole, Moorhead, MN, Early Childhood Education
Oelke, Hannah Ruth, Pequot Lakes, MN, Early Childhood Education
Petersen, Grace Madolyn, Sauk Centre, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Peterson, Abigail, Albertville, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education; Special 

Education, Cum Laude 
Ranz, Abigail Mae, Fertile, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Richey, Danielle Elise, White Earth, MN, Early Childhood Education
Riley, Elle, Moorhead, MN, Early Childhood Education, Cum Laude 
Sandven, Ellie, Dawson, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Magna Cum Laude 
Schedin, Annika Maki, Edina, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education
Schneider, Ava, Motley, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Schwanke, Zoe Lee, Verndale, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Cum Laude 
Shepersky, Hope Elizabeth, Sebeka, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Smith, Victoria Elizabeth, Fargo, ND, Elementary Inclusive Education, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Sperr, Hope Elizabeth, Donnelly, MN, Early Childhood Education; Special 

Education, Summa Cum Laude 
Tweeton, Avery Kenna, Glyndon, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Voges, Megan Marie, Pequot Lakes, MN, Early Childhood Education, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Wilhelmi, Makenna Leigh, Bertha, MN, Speech/Language/Hearing Science, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Zimmerman, Christina, Cloquet, MN, Elementary Inclusive Education; Special 

Education, Mathematics Elementary Education, Magna Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK
Anderson, Ashley Faye, Fargo, ND, Social Work; Juvenile Justice, Cum Laude 
Bakken, Garrett Mark, Detroit Lakes, MN, Social Work, Cum Laude 

*Bjerk, Casey, Mahnomen, MN, Social Work
Castellano, Ella Skye, Grand Rapids, MN, Social Work; Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 

*Clapsaddle, Lillie Sue, Hawley, MN, Social Work; Psychology
Danielson, Etta Irene, Baxter, MN, Social Work; Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Denoma-Olson, Alana Jean, Elbow Lake, MN, Social Work, Summa Cum Laude 
Dolan, Margaret Mary, Lucan, MN, Social Work; Psychology, Magna Cum Laude 

*Erickson, Ana Margaret, Breckenridge, MN, Social Work; Psychology, Magna 
Cum Laude 

Freeland, Brooke, Blaine, MN, Social Work; Juvenile Justice, Psychology, Magna 
Cum Laude 

Heglund, Emily Marie, Dassel, MN, Social Work, Magna Cum Laude 
Held, Jude Stephanie, Breckenridge, MN, Social Work, Summa Cum Laude 
Helm, Emily Paige, Fargo, ND, Social Work, Cum Laude 

Kah, Bernice, Philadelphia, PA, Social Work
Levie, Margaret Noel Kakac, Evansville, MN, Social Work, Magna Cum Laude 
Malanda, Lahina, Fargo, ND, Social Work
Mullikin, Megan Lynn, Dilworth, MN, Social Work; Psychology
Norman, Annika, Geneva, IL, Social Work; Psychology
Sharp, Victoria, Fargo, ND, Social Work; Art Therapy
VanEps, Taylor Jo, Wahpeton, ND, Social Work; Special Education
Waterman, Adriana, Fertile, MN, Social Work; Educational Studies, Magna Cum Laude 
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College of Arts and Humanities
Dr. Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, Dean
College Marshal: Dr Susan Imbarrato, English Department

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
Aanenson, Tyler, Slayton, MN, Liberal Arts
*Brown, Zoe Alexis, Fergus Falls, MN, Liberal Arts
Cole, Jacob Jasper-Roy, Monticello, MN, Liberal Arts
Larson, Gretchen Marie, Hines, MN, Liberal Arts
Lyon, Nate, Huron, SD, Liberal Arts
McDougall, Cindy Marie, Callaway, MN, Liberal Arts
Phillips, Eden Mae, Alexandria, MN, Liberal Arts
Reese, Emanual James, Green Bay, WI, Liberal Arts
Storms, Katelyn, St. Cloud, MN, Liberal Arts
Whitlow, Amira Desiree, Blue Earth, MN, Liberal Arts
Williams, Elle, Lino Lakes, MN, Liberal Arts

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Christopherson, Dane Patrick, Sisseton, SD, English; Coaching
Czlapinski, Abigail Leigh, Juneau, WI, English

*Dibben, Savannah Elizabeth, Lawrence, KS, English, Summa Cum Laude 
Gracia, Joshua, Dilworth, MN, Spanish, Summa Cum Laude 
Heselton, Carson Christopher, Faribault, MN, History; Film Production, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Ishaug, Cassie Rose, Moorhead, MN, Spanish, Summa Cum Laude 
Kaese, Arthur John, Fargo, ND, English; Media Arts, Cum Laude 
Long Feather, Trevan, Bismarck, ND, History
Sebunia, Gabrielle LynnAnne Love, Aurora, MN, English; Women’s Studies
Wendt, Kassidy Alise, Buffalo, ND, English; Advertising and Public Relations
Wurscher, Lauryn Victoria, Forest Lake, MN, Spanish

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Acosta, Victor Mario, Metairie, LA, Film Production
Anderson, Zach, St. Louis Park, MN, Film Production
Cullett, Emma Rylee, Brainerd, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design, Magna  

Cum Laude 
Donley, Nicole Danielle, Fergus Falls, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Ellingson, Benjamin Elizabeth, Crookston, MN, Animation

*Iwayemi, Abinfoluwa Lydia, Lagos, Nigeria, Film Production
Jacobson, Samantha, Becker, MN, Art Education; Art, Psychology
Kluth, Jack, Huron, SD, Film Production, Cum Laude 

Knutson, Michaela Lydia, Fargo, ND, Art
Koerner, Rebecca Jolie, Dilworth, MN, Art Education; Art Therapy, Art, Theatre 

Arts (NDSU), Summa Cum Laude 
*Krull, Jo, Moorhead, MN, Art Education; Special Education, Art, Summa Cum Laude 
LaCroix, Alyssa Frances, Pine City, MN, Film Production, Summa Cum Laude 
Leom, Kate, Milaca, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design
Matthews, Annabelle Rose, Mandan, ND, Art Education; Art, Magna Cum Laude 
Meyer, McKynzie Jean, Kent, MN, Art Education; Art, Magna Cum Laude 
Murphy, Kacie Marie, Waconia, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design

*Muzquiz, Katie Louise, Detroit Lakes, MN, Art Education, Art; Art Therapy
Nubern, Jacob Allan, Lake Elmo, MN, Film Production

*Ogniewski, Alex Kate, Bagley, MN, Art; Biology
Pontes, Kylie Rae, Albany, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design, Cum Laude 
Rahman, Thomas, Eagan, MN, Animation

*Ramirez, Yulissa Sanchez, Milbank, SD, Animation
*Raube, Brandon Ethan, West Fargo, ND, Animation
Schultz, Bradley David, Blue Earth, MN, Film Production
Stroh, Carissa Mae, Gwinner, ND, Film Production; Graphic Interactive Design, 

Cum Laude 
Terhaar, Ellie Cassandra, St. Cloud, MN, Graphic and Interactive Design; 

Advertising and Public Relations, Media Analysis, Magna Cum Laude 
Thai, Tommy Nguyen, West Fargo, ND, Film Production, Summa Cum Laude 
Tutt, Kalley Rebekah, Hugo, MN, Art
Ugstad, Charlee, Fergus Falls, MN, Art Education, Cum Laude 
Vaching, Daisy Melody, Vadnais Heights, MN, Animation, Magna Cum Laude 
Vermillion, Jake David, Shakopee, MN, Film Production, Magna Cum Laude 
West, Alayna Marie, Buffalo, MN, Animation; Media Arts, Summa Cum Laude 
Williams, Abbi Louise, Lino Lakes, MN, Film Production
Williams, Dennis Michael, Audubon, MN, Art Education; Art, Magna Cum Laude 
Wurscher, Lauryn Victoria, Forest Lake, MN, Graphic Interactive Design
Zaiger, Katelyn, Colorado Spring, CO, Film Production, Summa Cum Laude 
Zeien, Miranda, Horace, ND, Art, Magna Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Brito, Lucas Leme De Caldas, Miltona, MN, Social Studies
Burnett, Andrew John, Avon, MN, Entertainment Industries and Technology, 

Magna Cum Laude 
DeLaRosby, Mitchell Henry, Alexandria, MN, Audio Production and Entertainment 

Management, Cum Laude 
Fazio, Chance Joseph, Fergus Falls, MN, Social Studies; Coaching, Economics, 

Magna Cum Laude 
Gracia, Joshua, Dilworth, MN, Teaching English as a Second Language, Summa 

Cum Laude 
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Griffin, Hannah Marie, Moorhead, MN, Teaching English as a Second Language, 
Magna Cum Laude 

Heglund, Christian Matthew, Bemidji, MN, Social Studies, Summa Cum Laude 
Ishaug, Cassie Rose, Moorhead, MN, Teaching English as a Second Language, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Kensok, Adam Michael, West Fargo, ND, Entertainment Industries and Technology, 

Cum Laude 
Kopp, Emily Kay, Beulah, ND, Commercial Music
Kurowski, Kayla Cindy, Cottonwood, MN, Music Education, Magna Cum Laude 
LaRocque, Clay Flying Eagle, Belcourt, ND, Commercial Music, Cum Laude 
Martin, Tyler Cade, Moorhead, MN, Social Studies
Morton, Zach Thomas, Glenwood, MN, Entertainment Industries and Technology, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Moyer, Noah, Princeton, MN, Audio Production and Entertainment Management

*Nomeland, Alex Sheldon, Thief River Falls, MN, Social Studies, Magna Cum Laude 
Poppe Burchett, Emilio, St. Paul, MN, Entertainment Industries and Technology
Qualley, Owen, Brainerd, MN, Audio Production and Entertainment Management, 

Magna Cum Laude 
Reisenauer, Troy Phillip, Fargo, ND, Social Studies, Summa Cum Laude 
Sand, Sage Solshine, Moorhead, MN, Communication Arts/Literature Education, 

Magna Cum Laude 
*Stewart, Corbin, Rogers, MN, Entertainment Industries and Technology
Straub, Darin Michael, Lindstrom, MN, Audio Production and Entertainment 

Management; Advertising and Public Relations, Entrepreneurship
Towers, Rebecca Sue, Lakeville, MN, Social Studies; Geosciences, Anthropology, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Ulrich, Sydney Grace, Apache Junction, AZ, Entertainment Industries and 

Technology; Music, Magna Cum Laude 
Vetter, Jacob Robert, Moorhead, MN, Social Studies
Wallert, Brianna, Waconia, MN, Entertainment Industries and Technology
Zaiger, Katelyn, Colorado Springs, CO, Multimedia Journalism, Film Production; 

Broadcast Journalism, Mass Communications, Summa Cum Laude 
 

College of Science, Health and  
the Environment
Dr. Elizabeth Nawrot, Dean
College Marshal: Dr. Craig Jasperse, Chemistry & Biochemistry Department

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Ackerman, Maxwell William, Bagley, MN, Psychology, Magna Cum Laude 
Bladow, Kilee Kate, Barney, ND, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Boe, Maria Simone, Grand Forks, ND, Biology, Summa Cum Laude 
Boe, Nicholas, Grand Forks, ND, Biology, Summa Cum Laude 
Bolgrean, Alexis Jean, Barnesville, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 

*Clemons-Virnig, Alice Marie, Pierz, MN, Leadership and Innovation in Aging 
Studies, Summa Cum Laude  

Cote, Kristen Emelia, Barnesville, MN, Psychology; Women’s Studies, Magna 
Cum Laude 

Counts, Sierra Ann, Moorhead, MN, Psychology
Dahal, Tapash, Fargo, ND, Biology
Dahl, Lisa Therese, Perham, MN, Psychology
Dans, Nolan Israel, Crookston, MN, Psychology

*Davis, Chandler Ray, Fargo, ND, Leadership and Innovation in Aging Studies 
Dehn, Madeline Rachael, Little Falls, MN, Psychology; Educational Studies, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Delisle, Mackenzie Jo, East Grand Forks, MN, Biology
Erb, Clarissa Marit, Columbia Falls, MT, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Fuentes, Angel Yaneth, Crookston, MN, Psychology; Neuroscience, Art Therapy
Haus, Alexus, Manhattan, KS, Psychology; Juvenile Justice, Summa Cum Laude 
Hughes, Shaylee Marie, Detroit Lakes, MN, Psychology, Criminal Justice; Juvenile 

Justice, Summa Cum Laude 
Ikeda, Saki, Yokohama, Japan, Psychology
Jens, Natalie Rose, Beaver Dam, WI, Psychology; Business Administration, Speech 

Language Hearing Sciences, Summa Cum Laude 
*Jones, Alison Kristine, Brainerd, MN, Anthropology; Geosciences
*Kangas, Jennifer Ann, Two Harbors, MN, Leadership and Innovation in Aging Studies
Kemp, Shyrone Cordero, Eight Mile Rock, Bahamas, Psychology
Lauf, Madison Marie, Minot, ND, Psychology, Political Science, Summa Cum Laude 
Lilja, Jacob, Moorhead, MN, Psychology; Neuroscience, Cum Laude 
Mendoza, Patricia Ladine Dela Cruz, Aberdeen, SD, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 

*Murphy, Kaitlyn, Hawley, MN, Leadership and Innovation in Aging Studies, 
Magna Cum Laude 

Notch, Matt, St. Cloud, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
*Peterson, Sam Marie, Elk River, MN, Anthropology
Qualley, Natalie Anna-Marie, West Fargo, ND, Psychology; Educational Studies
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Reep, Heather Nichole, Barnesville, MN, Psychology
Ricke, Laura Mae, Nevis, MN, Psychology; Special Education, Magna Cum Laude 
Sagen, Katie Marie, Walker, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Schumacher, Bryonna Kaye, Dickinson, ND, Psychology; Art Therapy, Magna 

Cum Laude 
Sorum, Kennedy, Fargo, ND, Anthropology; Teaching English as a Second 

Language, Summa Cum Laude 
*Tyce, Kinsley Anne, Thompson, ND, Psychology, Cum Laude 
Tykwinski, Jaelyn Rae, Marshall, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Valdez, Ashanti Selena, Moorhead, MN, Psychology
Wegner, Rachel Elizabeth, Alexandria, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 
Westerman, Yasmine Ariel, Chokio, MN, Psychology; Special Education, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Yang, Jerry, Little Canada, MN, Psychology, Summa Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Adelman, Jakob Andrew, Graceville, MN, Physical Education, Health Education; 

Coaching, Summa Cum Laude 
Bautch, Ian Hunter, Forest Lake, MN, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
Berndt, Amber Marie, Park Rapids, MN, Biology, Cum Laude 
Boerboom, Riley Ayn, Fargo, ND, Health Services Administration
Bungarden, Jack Preston, Woodbury, MN, Exercise Science; Strength and 

Conditioning, Sports Medicine, Wellness
Buysse, Emma, Belgrade, MN, Healthcare Management and Leadership, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Castro, Xavier Drake, Kindred, ND, Environmental Geology; Anthropology
Chalich, Emily Megan, Fosston, MN, Health and Medical Sciences
Christensen, Paige, Blaine, MN, Exercise Science; Sports Medicine, Strength and 

Conditioning
*Clemons-Virnig, Alice Marie, Pierz, MN, Healthcare Management and Leadership, 

Summa Cum Laude  
Crews, McKenna, Loveland, CO, Biology; Health and Medical Sciences, Cum Laude 

*Currens, Danielle Alyce, Fargo, ND, Environmental and Human Geography; 
Environmental Geology, Summa Cum Laude 

Dahlke, Carson, Bigfork, MN, Biology, Magna Cum Laude 
Daniels, David, West Fargo, ND, Exercise Science; Sports Medicine

*Davis, Chandler Ray, Fargo, ND, Health Services Administration 
*Delisle, Madison Joann, East Grand Forks, MN, Healthcare Management and 

Leadership
Dominguez, Ness, Minneapolis, MN, Biology, Cum Laude 
Duttenhefner, Kassidy, Menoken, ND, Physical Education
Eckberg, Lara, Rochert, MN, Biology, Cum Laude 
Fulgham, Joshua Thomas, Fargo, ND, Exercise Science; Strength and Conditioning, 

Sports Medicine

Gurung, Ashise, Fargo, ND, Physical Education
Haugen, Reid Arthur Niccolo, Lakeville, MN, Geosciences, Summa Cum Laude 
Heiser, Isaac Raymond, Fargo, ND, Health and Medical Sciences, Biology; English 

Writing, Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
*Hermes, Liberty, Langford, SD, Biochemistry and Biotechnology
Hespe, Carson Stewart, Perham, MN, Geosciences; Cultural Ecology
Hillers, Logan, Kerkhoven, MN, Cellular and Molecular Biology, Health and 

Medical Sciences, Cum Laude 
Homes, Cole, Jamestown, ND, Exercise Science; Sports Medicine, Strength and 

Conditioning, Cum Laude 
*Huss, Nicholas Raymond, Alexandria, MN, Exercise Science; Sports Medicine, 

Wellness, Strength and Conditioning
Hussein, Hussein Wehelie, Moorhead, MN, Health and Medical Sciences; Chemistry

*Ismael, Layth Mohammed, Moorhead, MN, Health and Medical Sciences; Chemistry
Johnson, Zach, Moorhead, MN, Exercise Science
Kaiser, Emily Ann, Glenwood, MN, Physical Education; Coaching, Summa Cum Laude 

*Kangas, Jennifer Ann, Two Harbors, MN, Health Services Administration
Kelsch, Leah, Bismarck, ND, Exercise Science; Wellness, Summa Cum Laude 
Kiefer, Miranda Christine, Monticello, MN, Biology
Kowalzek, Melisse Rose, Pierz, MN, Biology, Cum Laude 
Kraft, Madison Lay, Fargo, ND, Biology
Lubken, Evan Ray, Dickinson, ND, Biology; Chemistry, Summa Cum Laude 

*Maii, Loreen, Wadena, MN, Health and Medical Sciences; Neuroscience
Maisuk, Joshua Michael, Ham Lake, MN, Chemistry Education; Geosciences
Merseth, Olivia Marie, Mankato, MN, Exercise Science
Moen, Abigale Margret, Detroit Lakes, MN, Physics, Summa Cum Laude 
Mogen, Gunnar, Velva, ND, Health and Medical Sciences

*Murphy, Kaitlyn, Hawley, MN, Healthcare Management and Leadership, Magna 
Cum Laude  

Nemmers, Claire Ann, Fairmont, MN, Engineering Physics
Noel, Justice James, Fargo, ND, Exercise Science; Biology, Summa Cum Laude 

*Omar, Asha Ahmed, Moorhead, MN, Biology
Perna, Chris Lee, Fargo, ND, Geosciences

*Peterson, Sam Marie, Elk River, MN, Geosciences
Piche, Danielle Marie, Frazee, MN, Chemistry Education, Life Science Education, 

Magna Cum Laude 
Rickard, Jay Robert, Zimmerman, MN, Physical Education
Rivenes, Bryn, West Fargo, ND, Biology
Schissel, Aidan James, Brooklyn Park, MN, Biology
Sheets, Denver, Williston, ND, Environmental Geology, Magna Cum Laude 
Soderberg, Kaitlyn Pearl, Moorhead, MN, Health Education, Physical Education
Sorensen, Gunnar Roy, Moorhead, MN, Exercise Science; Strength and 

Conditioning, Sports Medicine, Magna Cum Laude 
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Stewart, Mia Grace, Pelican Rapids, MN, Biology; Business Administration, Public 
Health, Cum Laude 

*Stuber, Mackenna Emily, Cambridge, MN, Healthcare Management and 
Leadership

Stucke, Kaylie, Marshall, MN, Biochemistry and Biotechnology, Summa Cum Laude 
Sullivan, Amber Kathryn, New Ulm, MN, Biology, Cum Laude 
Taylor, Rae, Freeport, Bahamas, Exercise Science; Strength and Conditioning, 

Sports Medicine
Teigen, Natalie Jean, Ramsey, MN, Environmental Geology, Magna Cum Laude 

*Van Dusen, Alexys Grace, Hawley, MN, Healthcare Management and Leadership
Vander Wal, Kolby Andrew, Argusville, ND, Exercise Science
Von Bank, Abigail Jennifer, Moorhead, MN, Earth Science Education; 

Environmental Geology, Magna Cum Laude 
Watson, Emily, Rochester, MN, Physics; Computer Science, Magna Cum Laude 
Westlin, Amber Grace, Thief River Falls, MN, Exercise Science; Sports Medicine, 

Strength and Conditioning, Summa Cum Laude 
Weyer, Tanner Boyd, Lake Park, MN, Physics; Computer Science, Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
*Abdi, Ayan Mohammud, Moorhead, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
*Abdi, Idman Mohamed, Moorhead, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
*Andrews, Torie Marie, Danvers, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Arondah, Otto Sartegnon, Lome-Tokoin, Togo, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Ayemhokhai, Amen Atse, Jattu, Nigeria, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Berkowitz, Madisyn Marie, Centerville, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
Bialke, Amanda Jean, Delano, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Bina, Jenna, Andover, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 

*Blythe, Ayana Mae-Leigh, Moorhead, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
Boonchanh, Lisa, Warroad, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Brown, Zoe Alexis, Fergus Falls, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
Bukowiec, Kiara Rae, Perham, MN, Nursing
Candelaria, Christina Marie, Park Rapids, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Covert, Kristin Lynn, Fargo, ND, Nursing
Crosby, Cheryl Evelina, Princeton, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
Ekhator, Isoken Jennifer, Fargo, ND, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 

*Enge, Ashley Ann, Ellendale, ND, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Fofana, Mohamed, Bamako, Mali, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Forseen, Jacob Andrew, Blackduck, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Freeman, Amie Avery, Ramsey, MN, Nursing
*Friedt, Ashlee Lin, Glenwood, MN, Nursing
Fulmer, Terri Lynn, Warroad, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Girdler, Clara Jean, Red Lake Falls, MN, Nursing
Gress, Laura, West Fargo, ND, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Haiby, Kaytlin Reyna, Blackduck, MN, Nursing

Hanfler, Lauren Lynn, Little Falls, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
Heschke, Kirsten Elizabeth, Pierz, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Hoffman, Sara Jeanne, Richmond, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Huck, Olivia Jean, Crookston, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Hylton, Jaset Anneta, Lenaxa, KS, Nursing
*Isingo, Martha Elimboto, Wichita, KS, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*James, Madisyn, Fargo, ND, Nursing; Business Administration, Cum Laude 
*Johnson, Ariel Rae, Ada, MN, Nursing
*Johnson, Karey Nicole, Goodridge, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Johnson, Terryn Elizabeth, Kindred, ND, Nursing, Cum Laude 

*Judd, Joslynn Makayla, Wadena, MN, Nursing; Psychology, Biology
*Kaneah, Massa, Fargo, ND, Nursing
*Kigen, Joan Cheptoo, Mankato, MN, Nursing
Korynta, Jaime Marie, West Fargo, ND, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Lake, Amanda Marie, Sebeka, MN, Nursing

*Lebrija, Olivia Ione, Chokio, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Lyberg, Faith Sheridan, Humboldt, MN, Nursing
*Mack, Noelle Eve, Grand Forks, ND, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Maii, Loreen, Wadena, MN, Nursing
Massey, Schae, Fargo, ND, Nursing

*McCarthy, Riley Ann, Bemidji, MN, Nursing
*Meech, Anna, New York Mills, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Meyer-Crossley, Alexis Ann, Moorhead, MN, Nursing
Mireles, Teylor Brianne, Barnesville, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
Monokajo, Kiden Hannah, Fargo, ND, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 

*Morrison, Isaac, Detroit Lakes, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
*Mubena, Jacinta Nyambura, Florissant, MO, Nursing
Muchow, Samantha Anne, Fergus Falls, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 

*Mukasa, Michelle, Fargo, ND, Nursing
Munganga, Priscille Nabwinja, Bujumbura, Democratic Republic of the Congo, 

Nursing
*Munoz, Kaitlin Jade, Fargo, ND, Nursing
*Nguyen, Hung Tien, Hampton, VA, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Nuh, Ayan, Fargo, ND, Nursing
*Okoye, Onyedika Anthonia, Lagos, Nigeria, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Ouellette, Shayla Jo, Grand Forks, ND, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Raser, Stella Rose, Perham, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Reep, Heather Nichole, Barnesville, MN, Nursing

*Rich, Courtney Marlena, Spicer, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
Rietsema, Melissa Marie, Detroit Lakes, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Rodrigues, Scarlet Lucy Leandrina, Nakuru, Kenya, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Shipilova, Vasilina, Auckland, New Zealand, Nursing; Psychology, Biology, Health 

and Medical Sciences, Cum Laude 
Sieczkowski, Kimberly, Woodbury, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
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Smith, Rachael Ann LaVerne, Sebeka, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
*Staebner, Caitlin Marie, Fargo, ND, Nursing, Cum Laude 
*Steinert, Carmen Aaliyah, Moorhead, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 
Storry, Klaire Louise, Staples, MN, Nursing, Cum Laude 
Swanson, Ashlyn Marie, Fargo, ND, Nursing
Swegarden, Jayda Marie, Lake Park, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Thompson, Kessa, Reiles Acres, ND, Nursing, Cum Laude 
Ulness, Liana Kae, Moorhead, MN, Nursing; Biology

*Walton, Kayla Dawn Marie, Dilworth, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
*Weber, Mackenzie Sue, Appleton, WI, Nursing
Wells-Shepherd, Allisson Lorene, Fergus Falls, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Woidyla, Anna Lucille, Osakis, MN, Nursing

*Yarber, Jessica, Moorhead, MN, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 
Zarak, Carleigh Grace, Fargo, ND, Nursing, Summa Cum Laude 

*Zingelman, Tayler, St. Michael, MN, Nursing, Magna Cum Laude 

College of Business, Analytics and 
Communication
Dr. Adam Goyt, representing Dr. Peter Sherman, Dean of the College of 

Business, Analytics & Communication
College Marshal: Dr. Theresa Hest, School of Communication & Journalism

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Burger, Haley Clarae, East Grand Forks, MN, Communication Studies
Burton, James Roger, Moorhead, MN, Political Science, Cum Laude 
Carrillo, Thomas Hawk, Rio Rancho, NM, Communication Studies; Coaching
Dyer, Nia MaeAnn, Moorhead, MN, Communication Studies, Magna Cum Laude 

*Gallardo, Marissa Nicole, Northfield, MN, Communication Studies
Heglund, Christian Matthew, Bemidji, MN, Political Science, Summa Cum Laude 
Hinton, Xavier Charles, Dilworth, MN, Political Science; Psychology
Johnson, Lucas Noal, Ramsey, MN, Political Science, Magna Cum Laude 
Koehn, Jason Brian, Parkers Prairie, MN, Mathematics
Lambrecht, Hanna Mary, Buffalo, MN, Political Science
Rabiu, Salihu Ibrahim, Abuja, Nigeria, Political Science
Schneiderhan, Shawn Joseph, Alexandria, MN, Communication Studies
Schnell, Calli Jane, Fargo, ND, Communication Studies, Magna Cum Laude 
Sherman, Roberto Wins, Fargo, ND, Political Science, Magna Cum Laude 
Spears, Reagan Marie, Glencoe, MN, Political Science; Economics, Magna Cum Laude 
Stuvland, Maddalyn Ann, Barnesville, MN, Communication Studies; Media 

Analysis, Advertising and Public Relations, Summa Cum Laude 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Abdulkarim, Ahmed, Fargo, ND, Construction Management
*Allmon, Michael, Grand Rapids, MI, Operations Management
*Amerigo, Angelina Louise, Mound, MN, Digital Media Management, Cum Laude 
Anderson, Zaria Jordan, West Fargo, ND, Business Administration
Anspach, Kassidie Nicole, Niangua, MO, Project Management
Arutyunov, Nicholas Arcen, Moorhead, MN, Mathematics-Actuarial Science; Statistics
Aune, Kaitlyn, Dent, MN, Business Administration
*Austin, Josh Gerald, Fargo, ND, Operations Management
Bah, Alhaji Amadu, Freetown, Sierra Leone, Computer Science
Bare, Ismail Abdikadir, Moorhead, MN, Computer Information Technology
Bazant, Stephen, Minneapolis, MN, Project Management
Beuckens, Grant Zackary, Elbow Lake, MN, Digital Media Management; Business 

Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Biakpa, Eric Lionel, Moorhead, MN, Finance, Cum Laude 
Blomquist, Joshua Chester Douglas, Plymouth, MN, Accounting
Botz, Alexander Xavier, Bismarck, ND, Computer Science
Brandt, Jourdan Ray, Detroit Lakes, MN, Finance, Magna Cum Laude 
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*Brechtl, Dan Lee, Watertown, SD, Operations Management
Brosius, Jacob Franklin, Fargo, ND, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 

*Bucholz-Lipp, Stevin Vaughn, Breckenridge, MN, Project Management
Carlisle, Demi Lee, Johannesburg, South Africa, Business Analytics, Economics, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Chwala, Bo Hunter, Stanley, WI, Finance
Collins, Kevin Michael, Moorhead, MN, Global Supply Chain Management; 

Operations Management, Cum Laude 
Cossette, Garrett, Audubon, MN, Digital Media Management
Dahl, Macey Marie, Prior Lake, MN, Digital Media Management, Magna Cum Laude 
Dalman, Charlotte Grace, Georgetown, MN, Project Management, Magna Cum Laude 
Dickerson, Stephanie Karen, Richville, MN, Digital Media Management, Summa 

Cum Laude 
*Dietel, Kierstyn Ann, Belle Plaine, MN, Business Administration; 

Entrepreneurship
Dougherty, Austin Michael, Omaha, NE, Computer Science, Cybersecurity
Dutervil, Fransly, Moorhead, MN, Computer Science
Edgren, Linnea Karina, Lerum, Sweden, Business Administration; Economics, 

Cum Laude 
Engebretson, Ethan Alan, Fargo, ND, Computer Information Technology, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Eshete, Nate, Fargo, ND, Computer Information Technology
Evans, Evelyn, Bourbonnais, IL, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Felling, Emily Ann, Belgrade, MN, Advertising and Public Relations; Media 

Analysis, Summa Cum Laude 
Fisher, Peyton Richard, Fargo, ND, University Studies

*Fissehaye, Eyobel Afom, Moorhead, MN, Project Management, Global Supply 
Chain Management; Operations Management, Cum Laude 

*Fitzgerald, Mary Kay, Minneapolis, MN, Global Supply Chain Management, 
Summa Cum Laude 

*Flores, Jose Richardo, St. James, MN, Operations Management
Gaidamukha, Kseniia, Saint-Petersburg, Russian Federation, Business 

Administration, Business Analytics, Magna Cum Laude 
Gast, Carson James, West Fargo, ND, Construction Management; Business 

Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
George, Cyrinus, St. Michael, MN, Finance
Gibson, Reilly, Chokio, MN, Finance, Magna Cum Laude 
Graham, Brett David, Detroit Lakes, MN, Construction Management
Graham-Blackman, Karissa, Fergus Falls, MN, Digital Media Management; Project 

Management, Summa Cum Laude 
*Greaves, Steve, New Brighton, MN, Global Supply Chain Management, Cum Laude 
Greenwaldt, Blake, Raymond, MN, Construction Management

*Hanson, Kaitlyn Rae, Thief River Falls, MN, University Studies, Cum Laude 
*Hanson, Kylie Lynn, Warren, MN, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 

*Harder, Paul David, International Falls, MN, Construction Management
Hardy, Kristen Nicole, Jackson, WI, Mathematics-Actuarial Science; Psychology, 

Magna Cum Laude 
*Haugh, Chloe, Minneapolis, MN, Project Management
Herbel, Micah Oliver, Fertile, MN, Construction Management; Business Administration

*Hiatt, Nathaniel Benjamin, Blaine, MN, Global Supply Chain Management; Project 
Management, Summa Cum Laude 

Himley, Adysen Mae, Benson, MN, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Hovden, Christopher Rodney, Pelican Rapids, MN, Broadcast Journalism; Audio 

Production and Technology, Music, Mass Communications, Summa Cum Laude 
Hughes, Joey, Sioux Falls, SD, Business Analytics
Isac, Yusuf, Fargo, ND, Computer Information Technology

*Jenkins, Jordan Elise, Mascotte, FL, Business Administration
Johnson, Brian James, Belcourt, ND, Project Management; Operations Management, 

Summa Cum Laude 
Johnson, Christian Alexander, Menahga, MN, Accounting, Summa Cum Laude 
Johnson, Faith, Dawson, MN, University Studies; Special Education
Johnson, Jaxen Michael, Walhalla, ND, Business Administration
Jutz, Matthew Stephen, Lake Park, MN, Finance

*Kantola, Austin Brad, Cokato, MN, Construction Management, Cum Laude 
Kapajika, Jean Beya, Fargo, ND, Cybersecurity, Computer Science, Summa Cum Laude 
Kees, Trista Lavon, Alexandria, MN, Construction Management
Kelly, Brian Thomas, Brooklyn Park, MN, Construction Management
Kelzer, Noah, Rogers, MN, Business Administration, Cum Laude 

*Kersey, Erica Lynn, Inyokern, CA, Project Management; Operations Management, 
Summa Cum Laude 

*King, Emma Renee, Fennimore, WI, Mathematics Education; Special Education, 
Summa Cum Laude 

Kragenbring, Abbie Jean, Atwater, MN, Mathematics-Actuarial Science, Magna 
Cum Laude 

Kramer, Abigail, Sauk Rapids, MN, Digital Media Management; Project 
Management

Kramer, Edison John, Akeley, MN, Construction Management
*Krusemark, Ellie Kathryn, Benson, MN, Business Administration, Summa Cum Laude 
*Kuhle, Landon James, Sioux Falls, SD, Project Management; Operations 

Management, Summa Cum Laude, Honors Program
Kumi, Shadrack, Fargo, ND, Computer Science

*Kunz, Emily Lois, Fergus Falls, MN, Accounting, Summa Cum Laude 
Lake, Spencer David, Sebeka, MN, Construction Management
LaMotte, Austin, Apple Valley, MN, Business Administration, Cum Laude 
Larson, Colby Arthur, Rothsay, MN, Accounting, Cum Laude 
Leinen, Sharon Gail, Breckenridge, MN, University Studies, Summa Cum Laude 
Mages, Olivia Rae, New London, MN, Accounting, Summa Cum Laude 
Martey, Daniel Nii, Tema, Ghana, Computer Science
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Martin, Jackson Brandon, Dassel, MN, Construction Management, Cum Laude 
Materi, Carcie Jo, Breckenridge, MN, Accounting; Marketing, Magna Cum Laude 
McCoy, Wyatt Dan, Sweetwater, TX, Operations Management
Meyer, Cole George, Barnesville, MN, Accounting, Magna Cum Laude 

*Miller, Ethan Fredrick, Moorhead, MN, Business Administration; Sustainability
Mois, Dyson Henry, Detroit Lakes, MN, Computer Science, Cybersecurity, Cum Laude 

*Moore, Carrie Lyn, Austin, MN, Project Management, Summa Cum Laude 
Morris, Preston Scott, Moorhead, MN, Computer Science, Magna Cum Laude 
Moske, Rosalee Jane, Moorhead, MN, Accounting, Magna Cum Laude 
Muratsubaki, Ami, Tokyo, Japan, Business Analytics, Cum Laude 
Myers Rolle, Aaliyah Lorraine, Nassau, Bahamas, Computer Information 

Technology, Cum Laude 
Myers, Justin Alexander, Cottage Grove, MN, Construction Management
Nava, Judah Josiah, Dallas, OR, Computer Science; Mathematics, Summa Cum Laude 

*Nelson, Regan Elizabeth, Moorhead, MN, Digital Media Management
*Niyonkuru, Diane, Fargo, ND, Computer Information Technology
*Nodine, Alexis Renee, Vincennes, IN, Project Management; Global Supply Chain 

Management
O’Connor, Brynn, Clear Lake, MN, Mathematics-Actuarial Science; Statistics, 

Economics, Mathematics, Magna Cum Laude 
Oduong, Ibrahim Isaac Wayodi, Kisumu, Kenya, Computer Information Systems, 

Cum Laude 
Oeltjen, Grace Marie, Villard, MN, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Olson, Isabel Avery, Aberdeen, SD, Accounting, Magna Cum Laude 

*Orange, Richard, Aledo, TX, Project Management, Summa Cum Laude 
Orbeck, Emma Marie, St. Martin, MN, Business Administration
Overson, Braden Slade, Barrett, MN, Business Administration

*Oyesanya, Omobolaji Oluwaseun, Albertville, MN, Operations Management, 
Magna Cum Laude 

Paulson, Dominic, Mapleton, ND, Business Administration
*Persoon, Benett Scott, Fargo, ND, Construction Management
Phillips, Maxwell Jackson, Wadena, MN, Project Management; Operations 

Management, Cum Laude 
Rabiu, Salihu Ibrahim, Abuja, Nigeria, Computer Science
Rausch, Grace Brianna, Cottonwood, MN, Business Administration,  

Summa Cum Laude 
Reiser, Madison Sue, Oakes, ND, Digital Media Management, Magna Cum Laude 
Rhodes, Jackson Lee, Detroit Lakes, MN, Business Administration
Richardson, Ayla Judith, Fargo, ND, Digital Media Management, Magna Cum Laude 
Sallah, Pa Omadou, Banjul, Gambia, Economics, Magna Cum Laude 

*Schaefer, Madison, Champlin, MN, Finance
Schaitberger, Tyler Allen, Baxter, MN, Digital Media Management; Film Production, 

Summa Cum Laude 
*Schmit, Emma Carol, Pillager, MN, Business Administration, Cum Laude 

Schneider, Jacob Allen, Stanley, WI, Business Administration
*Schrock, Allison, Fargo, ND, Business Administration, Cum Laude 
Serrao, Adla Mae, Moorhead, MN, Digital Media Management; Marketing, 

Advertising and Public Relations, Mass Communications
Severtson, Drew Stanley, Dilworth, MN, Business Administration; Graphic 

Interactive Design, Cum Laude 
*Shell, Elise, Chicago, IL, Project Management, Summa Cum Laude 
Simondet, Nora Elizabeth, Farmington, MN, Business Administration
Siverson, Callie Jean, Montevideo, MN, Computer Science, Summa Cum Laude 
Smith, Sophia, Coon Rapids, MN, Finance

*Smith, William Darus, Fargo, ND, Project Management
Snodgrass, Caylee, St. Cloud, MN, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Soderstrom, Kyle Richard, Owatonna, MN, Construction Management, Summa 

Cum Laude 
Spandiary, Andrew Alak, Chicago, IL, Finance
Spears, Reagan Marie, Glencoe, MN, Multimedia Journalism, Magna Cum Laude 
Steele, Cole Michael, Miltona, MN, Accounting, Finance, Magna Cum Laude 

*Strehlow, Elijah Russell Herman, St. Paul, MN, Project Management
Sweeney, Mia, Bemidji, MN, University Studies
Ternes, Isabella, Baldwin, ND, Multimedia Journalism, Sustainability; 

Photojournalism, Summa Cum Laude 
Toure, Kigninlinman Abdoul Ange, Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Finance, Magna Cum Laude 
Twidwell, Connor Richard, Breckenridge, MN, Construction Management, Cum Laude 
Unke, Niels Denis, Fargo, ND, Project Management, Summa Cum Laude 
Wagner, Dylan Michael, Evansville, MN, Business Administration, Cum Laude 

*Warcken, McKenna Elise, Brooklyn Park, MN, Accounting
White, Alec, Wauwatosa, WI, Finance, Cum Laude 
Williams, Andi Marie, Little Fork, MN, Construction Management
Yassin, Selman Muhedin, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Computer Science; Economics, 

Magna Cum Laude 
Youngs, Kaila, Mound, MN, Business Administration, Magna Cum Laude 
Yusuf, Kehinde, Moorhead, MN, Construction Management; Business 

Administration
Zaiger, Katelyn, Colorado Springs, CO, Multimedia Journalism; Broadcast 

Journalism, Mass Communications, Summa Cum Laude 
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Graduate Studies
Dr. Robert Nava, Dean of Graduate & Extended Learning

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Alier, Matuor, Fargo, ND, Educational Leadership
“The Role of School Leadership in Promoting and Supporting Cultural Diversity 
and Inclusion in the Classroom”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Andersen, Mary Jo, Moorhead, MN, Educational Leadership
“Lived Experiences of Role Identity and Perceived Stress in Fargo-Moorhead Area 
School Counselors”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Andres, Joshua, Moorhead, MN, Educational Leadership
“Understanding the Experiences of Secondary Students Identified as In-School 
Truant and Their Perceived Contributing Factors to Truancy: When and What 
Caused the Disconnection”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor

Bettcher Erickson, Nicolle, Willmar, MN, Educational Leadership
“The Impact of Educators’ Perceptions of Neurodivegence on their Self-Efficacy  
in Teaching Middle and High School Students With ADHD and Autism in  
Rural Minnesota”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Burgess, Kristin, Gaylord, MN, Educational Leadership
“Phenomenological Study of Disabled Student Experiences Related to Inclusive 
Learning Environments in Public Higher Education”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor

Carow Schiebe, Cynthia, Golden Valley, MN, Educational Leadership
“A Study on Community College Students’ Identification of Culturally Responsive 
Pedagogy”
Dr. Caitlin Johnson, Advisor

Cate, Adrianna, Lakeville, MN, Educational Leadership
“Administrators’ and Teachers’ Perceived Importance of the Holistic Framework for 
Professional Development Elements: Survey Research”
Dr. Ximena Suarez-Sousa, Advisor

Cournia, Ashlee, Horace, ND, Educational Leadership
“The Impact of Project Based Learning on Student Motivation”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor

Haberman, Mary, Lucan, MN, Educational Leadership
“A Correlational Study of the Relationships between the Big Five Aspects of 
Personality and Career Interest: Practical Implications for Teachers in Guidance 
Counseling Roles”
Dr. Ximena Suarez-Sousa, Advisor

Hafner, Jenna, Willmar, MN, Educational Leadership
“High School English Language Development Teachers’ Cognitions and Self-Efficacy 
of Reading Instruction for Adolescent Multilingual Learners”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Kamath, Sunny, Assaria, KS, Educational Leadership
“Examining the Nexus of Communication, Leadership, and Employee Satisfaction in 
Community Colleges: a Mixed Methods Exploration”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Kennedy, Fran, St. Paul, MN, Educational Leadership
“Satisfaction and Hopefulness among Temporary Part-Time English Faculty Teaching at 
Minnesota State Community Colleges in the Twin Cities: a Phenomenological Inquiry”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Krogen, Calina, Watford City, ND, Educational Leadership
“A Phenomenological Study of Factors That Impact Math Achievement in a Rural 
Midwestern Elementary School”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Leadbetter, Jennifer, Detroit Lakes, MN, Educational Leadership
“Crisis Leadership: Minnesota School Superintendents’ Experiences of Disruptive 
Times and Schools’ Recovery in the Post-Covid-19 Era”
Dr. Andrew Burklund, Advisor

Moyer, Krista, Coraopolis, PA, Educational Leadership
“Differences in Reported Mental Health for Schools which either Ban or Allow 
Smartphones”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor

Ray, April, Big Lake, MN, Educational Leadership
“Cultural Belonging Impact on Retention Intention of Non-American International 
Undergraduate Students in Attendance at U.S.-Based Postsecondary Institutions”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Roland, Julia, Fargo, ND, Educational Leadership
“A Psychosocial Behavior Modification That Impacts Social Belonging in College Students”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor
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Rydberg, Lisa, Ironton, MN, Educational Leadership
“Superintendents’ Ability to Meet a Naloxone Statute: A Mixed Methods Study During 
a Minnesota Opioid Overdose Death Epidemic”
Dr. Ximena Suarez-Sousa, Advisor

Vastila, Shayna, Brainerd, MN, Educational Leadership
“A Qualitative Look at Relationships from a Teachers’ Perspective”
Dr. Andrew Burklund, Advisor

Weber, Bridget, North Branch, MN, Educational Leadership
“Motivations and Challenges of First-Generation College Students From Rural Areas to 
Pursue a Master’s Degree”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Wewaliyadda, Indrajee, Temecula, CA, Educational Leadership
“Exploring the Skills Gap and Implications of Science Technology Engineering and 
Mathematics Graduates and Professional Laboratory Staff”
Dr. Andrew Burklund, Advisor

MASTER OF ARTS
Anderson, Ivy, St. Paul, MN, Criminal Justice
“Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG)”
Dr. Lee Vigilant, Advisor

Ginnaty, Collin, Pelican Rapids, MN, Criminal Justice
“Leading A Culture of Success”
Dr. Joel Powell, Advisor

Kpelapauee, Lucinda, Fargo, ND, Criminal Justice
“Gender Disparity in Sentencing”
Dr. Lee Vigilant, Advisor

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Beeninga, Jacob, Maple Grove, MN, Business Administration
“MBA Project”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Bjerklie, Emma, Fergus Falls, MN, Business Administration
“Artificial Intelligence: Changing the Landscape of Accounting”
Dr. Shawn Stumphf, Advisor

Gonzalez, Natalie, San Diego, CA, Business Administration
“Corporate Analysis of Coca-Cola”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Johanson, Alexis, Osakis, MN, Business Administration
“An In-Depth Analysis of the 3M Company”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Ketelhut, John, Detroit Lakes, MN, Business Administration
“Effects of AI Technology in a Customer Support Organization”
Dr. Kwame Addey, Advisor

McCowan, Maiah, Bismarck, ND, Business Administration
“Lockheed Martin Corporate Analysis”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Mendis, Sanjay, Fargo, ND, Business Administration
“Analysis of New Life Center’s Social Enterprise Strategy and Organizational 
Sustainability”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Schultz, Kylie, Fargo, ND, Business Administration w/Healthcare
“MBA Project”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Skeim, Morgan, Newfolden, MN, Business Administration w/Healthcare
“MBA 695 Plan B”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Stenner, Alex, Chilton, WI, Business Administration
“Industry 4.0: The Rewards and Roadblocks”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Summerbell, Erin, Andover, MN, Business Administration
“Corporate Analysis of U.S. Bank”
Dr. Gokce Serdar, Advisor

Zavislak, Ambrose, Moorhead, MN, Business Administration
“Can DEI Groups Gain From Generative AI Implementation?”
Dr. Kwame Addey, Advisor

MASTER OF HEALTHCARE ADMINISTRATION
Garcia, Nathaniel, Santee, CA, Healthcare Administration
“Improving Occupational Therapy Equipment”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

Hagberg, Katheryn, Eagan, MN, Healthcare Administration
“Improving the Overall Discharge Function Score for Home Health Patients”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor
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Heiberg, Jonathan, Moorhead, MN, Healthcare Administration
“Leveraging Patient Portals for Health Equity: Improving Access and Health 
Outcomes in Federally Qualified Health Centers”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

Lee, Seon, Fargo, ND, Healthcare Administration
“New Operating Room Design for Better Workflow and Efficient Patient Care”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

Nicholson, Ashley, Madison, MN, Healthcare Administration
“Quality Indicators, Outcomes, and Reimbursement”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

Poor-Harmon, Claire, Crystal, MN, Healthcare Administration
“Implementing Staffing Leadership Roles to Address the Direct Support 
Professional Workforce Crisis”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

Yednock, Jennifer, Bishop, CA, Healthcare Administration
“Research Assistance on Healthcare Leaders’ Attitudes and Perceptions on Use of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and AI-Enabled Tools in Healthcare Settings”
Dr. Brandi Sillerud, Advisor

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Abfalter, Eva, Bismarck, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Supporting Gestalt Language Processing for Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication Users”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Anderson, Kalli, Marshall, MN, Counseling
“Supporting Students and Families With Trauma: a School-Based Trauma-
Informed Group Manual for Elementary School Counselors”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Ashmore, Jada, Detroit Lakes, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Relationship Between Stuttering and Social Anxiety”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Ashton, Danica, Willmar, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Ayotte, Alison, Arnold, MO, Counseling
“Analysis of Self”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Babb, Dael, Red Wing, MN, Special Education
“A Strong Start: Crafting an Onboarding Experience for Early Childhood Special 
Education Teachers”
Dr. Keri DeSutter, Advisor

Ballard, Steven, Leonard, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Bauer, Emily, Moorhead, MN, Counseling
“The Importance of Adopting a Neurodiversity Affirming Approach: a Training for 
School Counselors”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Berg, Adam, Bemidji, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Berger, Amanda, Fargo, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Ethical Considerations in Dysphagia”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Beto, Katelyn, Cokato, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“The SLP’s Role in Implementing Response to Intervention (RTI) in the School 
Setting”
Whitney Mead, Advisor

Bishop, Izabella, Hill City, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Bolton, Christine, Conroe, TX, Counseling
“Addressing Postpartum Depression: a Counseling Group for Women After 
Childbirth”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Busch, Elizabeth, Menomonie, WI, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Cincotta, Lisa, Lino Lakes, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Cowden, Megan, West Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Path to Empowerment: a Trauma Group for High School Students”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor
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Cruickshank, Ali, Minnetrista, MN, School Psychology
“Improving 1st Grade Early Reading Skills Using Functional Phonics”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Danielson, Tory, Rolla, ND, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

DeMarce, Cregyn, Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Analysis of Self”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Dietrich, Kelli, Fargo, ND, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Alicia Swanson, Advisor

Dodds, Kristen, Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Radical Resilience: Empowering Mothers and Defeating Barriers Through 
Accessible Trauma Treatments”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Doyamo, Mesay, Willmar, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Dreher, Shana, Mizpah, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Eckelberg, Madison, Dickinson, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Dynamic Temporal and Tactile Cueing and Nuffield Dyspraxia Program for Clients 
With Childhood Apraxia of Speech”
Dr. Nancy Paul, Advisor

Ehlis, Emily, Moorhead, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Engebretson, Kira, Medina, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Influence of Social Media on Speech-Language Pathology Practices”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Erickson, Kathryn, Moorhead, MN, Counseling
“Hyperfocused on Growth: An Act Group Manual for College Students With ADHD”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Eyoh, Ini, Minneapolis, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Alicia Swanson, Advisor

Fairbanks, Annette, Harris, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Farwell, Mark, Ada, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Finnell, Crystal, Steuben, WI, Counseling
“Changing Styles: Creating a Secure Attachment for Caregivers and Children With 
Insecure Attachments”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Frazee, Rosa, Grand Forks, ND, Counseling
“Restorative Practices in Action: a Hands-On Guide for K-12 Schools”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Friedman, Jessica, Shakopee, MN, Counseling
“Alexithymia: a Review of Existing Literature and Prospective Guidance for 
Clinician Training”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Fuller, Sam, Evansville, MN, School Psychology
“A Program Evaluation of a Schoolwide Behavioral Support System: 
Implementation and Impact on Behavior and Instructional Time”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Furman, Julie, Maple Grove, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

Fussy, Melissa, Dellwood, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Geiser, Kenny, Thief River Falls, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Geller, Kennedy, Rosemount, MN, Counseling
“Mental Health in Youth Sports: a Training for Coaches”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor



34 CLASS OF 2025    GRADUATE STUDIES MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY MOORHEAD 35

German, Chesnea, LaMoure, ND, Counseling
“Cultivating the Identity Development of Multiracial Clients: A Group 
Psychotherapy Manual for Young Adults”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Giles, Ben, Bloomington, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Godding, Sara, Bemidji, MN, School Psychology
“Evaluating the Efficacy of the Coping Cat Program on Anxiety Reduction in Young 
Elementary Students When Applied Through Group Delivery”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Graff, Alex, Salt Lake City, UT, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Kristen Carlson, Advisor

Green, Katelyn, Morgan, MN, Special Education
“Literature Review: Effective Strategies for Addressing Behaviors in Infants and 
Toddlers with Special Needs”
Dr. Marci Glessner, Advisor

Gregory, Trystan, Southheart, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Considerations for Developing Executive Function Skills in Children With Autism 
Spectrum Disorder”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Habtemeskel, Mahlet, Moorhead, MN, Counseling
“Analysis of Self: Journey of Healing”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Halverson, Grace, Barnesville, MN, Counseling
“Counseling Guided Manual: Using CBT and RCT to Reduce Media Addiction and 
Depression in Adolescents and Adults”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Hansen, Hadlee, Alexandria, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Efficacy of Video Modeling for Promoting Adolescent Workforce Independence”
Whitney Mead, Advisor

Harms, Sarah, St. Paul, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Hart, Lori, Fargo, ND, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Haugen, Audrey, Fargo, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“An Exploration of Literature to Determine the Effectiveness of Resonant Voice 
Therapy for Professional Voice Users”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Heller, Kayla, Bagley, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Hobbs, Logan, Underwood, MN, School Psychology
“The Effectiveness of the Homework, Organization, and Planning Skill (HOPS) 
Intervention for High School Students”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Holub, Sydney, Alvarado, MN, Counseling
“Self-Analysis: My Story”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Hull, Kristen, Horace, ND, Counseling
“Adolescent Friendship Group Manual”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Huneke, Jessica, Goodhue, MN, School Psychology
“Improving Behavior Using CICO Intervention With a Fourth Grade Student”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Johnson, Jane, Newfolden, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Alicia Swanson, Advisor

Johnson, Jennifer, Alexandria, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Jones, Kelly, Watford City, ND, Counseling
“Identity Development in Adolescent Females Mentorship Program”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Jorgenson, Megan, Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Defining the School Counselor Role: A Training for Clarifying Responsibilities 
in Schools”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor
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Kaess, Skyler, Shoreview, MN, Counseling
“A Search for Belonging and Reflection”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Ketelhut, April, Detroit Lakes, MN, Counseling
“Analysis of Self Project: April Marie Ketelhut”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Kieser, Ava, Plano, TX, Speech-Language Pathology
“Examination of the Intervention Strategies for Unilateral Neglect Following Right 
Hemisphere Damage”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Kirsch, Tony, Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Empowering Therapy: a Guide for Working With Individuals Engaged in Sex 
Work, A Training for Mental Health Counselors”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Knudson, Katherine, Maynard, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Efficacy of DTTC Intervention in the Treatment of Childhood Apraxia of Speech”
Dr. Nancy Paul, Advisor

Kobliska, Karina, Staples, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

Kratcha, April, West Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Analysis of Self”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Krupich, Sarah, Minneapolis, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

LaLonde, Maddison, Fargo, ND, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Lampi, Kenzie, Pequot Lakes, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Efficacy of Speech-Language Pathologist Classroom-Based Intervention in 
School Settings”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Lara, Madisen, Sauk Centre, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

LeFevre, Amanda, Rogers, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Linden, Desiree, Mahnomen, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Boyd Bradbury, Advisor

Lindquist, Ellen, West Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Depression and Anger in Male Adolescents: a Cognitive Behavioral Group Manual”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Lingl, Alexis, Murdock, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Linstad, Abbey, Michigan, ND, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Lippay, Aletha, Fargo, ND, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Lozinski, Meghan, Duluth, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Maki, Terri, Moorhead, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

McNeil, Lauren, Duluth, MN, Counseling
“Containing Multitudes: An Analysis of Self”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Mikkola-Rahja, Bridget, Chisholm, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Miller, Alexis, Detroit Lakes, MN, Counseling
“Analysis of Self: How My Story Became My Purpose”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Moore, Clarissa, Moorhead, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Barriers and Facilitators to Employment for Adult Users of Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication (AAC)”
Whitney Mead, Advisor
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Murillo, Daisy, West Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Daisy Murillo’s Analysis of Self”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Nihill, Alexandra, Jamestown, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Impact of Melodic Intonation Therapy on Speech Recovery in Non-Fluent 
Aphasia”
Dr. Nancy Paul, Advisor

Norman, Lindsey, Blue Earth, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Olson, Christine, Moorhead, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

Olson, Jeana, Holdingford, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Pederson, Jennifer, West Fargo, ND, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

Peterson, Cassandra, Pine City, MN, School Psychology
“Evaluating the Impact of the Unstuck and On Target! Curriculum on a Student 
Diagnosed With Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Pontinen, Jodi, Eveleth, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Popp, Mark, Minnetonka, MN, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Pronschinske, Casey, Cochrane, WI, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Reichmann, Greta, Villard, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Caregiver Roles Within Interventions for Childhood Stuttering”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Richards, Ella, Bowman, ND, Counseling
“Group Grief Counseling for Adolescents in Schools”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Rolbiecki, Whitney, Alma, WI, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Schaefer, Paige, Frazee, MN, Counseling
“Adolescents and Technology: The True Impact of Tech”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Scherbenske, Ashley, Bismarck, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Understanding Stuttering in Down Syndrome and Treatment Approaches”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Schmidt, Madeline, Fargo, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Social Communication Development Through Play and Interventions for 
Preschool Children With ASD”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Schmidt, Madison, Mound, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Anticipatory Strategies for Autism Spectrum Disorder and Anxiety”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Schmit, Dylan, Osmond, NE, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Schullo, Mindy, St. Louis Park, MN, Counseling
“Understanding My Journey: a Self Analysis of Personal and Professional Growth”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Schultz, Chelsea, Fargo, ND, Counseling
“Analysis of Self”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Sommerfeld, Miranda, Horace, ND, Counseling
“Through My Eyes: a Self-Analysis”
Dr. Jessica Brown, Advisor

Sorvig, Leah, Red Lake Falls, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Efficacy of Group Therapy for Social Skills Development”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor
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Spainhower, Allison, Bloomington, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Alicia Swanson, Advisor

Sprinkel, Chloe, Brooklyn Park, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Determining the Presence of a Language Difference Versus Disorder in Bilingual 
School-Age Children”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Stewart, Allyson, St Joseph, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Tracy Wright, Advisor

Sturgis, Katerina, Mounds View, MN, Special Education
“Descriptors That Tell: Writing Detailed Descriptors for the Woodcock Johnson”
Dr. Keri DeSutter, Advisor

Swendra, Amanda, Red Lake Falls, MN, Special Education
“Paraprofessional Development”
Dr. Marci Glessner, Advisor

Syvertson, Ariel, Glenwood, MN, Counseling
“Analysis of Self”
Dr. Aaron Suomala Folkerds, Advisor

Tensen, Cassandra, Brooten, MN, Counseling
“PBIS High School Training”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Towers, Seth, Grand Forks, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“The Relationship Between Screen Time Habits and Language Development in 
Children”
Dr. Elaine Pyle, Advisor

Van Hal, Rebecca, Harwood, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Effects of Preterm Birth on Language Development”
Dr. Nancy Paul, Advisor

VanZee, Angie, Glenwood, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Vetrone, Grace, Moorhead, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Watkins, Laura, Winona, MN, Special Education
“Deaf/Hard of Hearing Advocacy Skill for Families and Learners: Early Intervention 
Through Preschool”
Dr. Keri DeSutter, Advisor

Weinmann, Mathias, Laporte, MN, School Psychology
“Use of the Sound Partners Curriculum With Two Students Who Are in a Level IV 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Classroom”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Weisz, Breah, West Fargo, ND, Curriculum & Instruction
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Michael Coquyt, Advisor

Westerlund, Lance, St. Stephen, MN, Nursing
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Alicia Swanson, Advisor

Willer, Kourtney, Wishek, ND, Speech-Language Pathology
“Integrating Speech-Language Pathology in Lactation Consultation: Enhancing 
Collaborative Care”
Dr. Joni Mehrhoff, Advisor

Wollschlager, Haley, Madison, MN, Counseling
“A School-Based Counseling Small Group for Elementary-Aged Students With Poor 
Attendance”
Dr. Taryn Akgul, Advisor

Wright, Caitlin, Duluth, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Zacha, Brita, Fergus Falls, MN, Speech-Language Pathology
“Examining the Evidence for Use of Aided Language Input With Individuals With 
Autism Spectrum Disorder Who Use Augmentative and Alternative Communication”
Whitney Mead, Advisor

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Aaberg, Courtney, Breckenridge, MN, Social Work
“Exploring Eye Movement Desensitization Reprocessing (EMDR): An Innovative 
Approach to Healing Trauma”
Dr. Melanie Fierstine, Advisor

Anderson, Jodi, Ogema, MN, Social Work
“The Transformative Power of Play: Analyzing the Efficacy of Play Therapy in 
Supporting Children’s Mental Health”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor
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Andrews, Amber, Pine City, MN, Social Work
“Adopting a Transformational Leadership Style Across Educational Settings, 
Applying an Ethical Decision-Making Model, and Incorporating it Into Ethics 
Training for Educators”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Bjone, Megan, West Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Utilizing Cognitive Behavioral Therapy in the School Setting With Children and 
Adolescents”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Calderon, Peggy, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Enhancing the Visibility and Impact of Sanford Health’s Substance Use Disorder 
Clinic Through Adaptive Leadership Approaches”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Carney, Katherine, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Using Narrative Therapy in Integrative Medicine”
Dr. Melanie Fierstine, Advisor

Daly, Angela, West Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Employee Wellness”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Erickson, Brooklyn, Halstad, MN, Social Work
“Implementing Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) to 
Support Resilience and Healing in Children With Complex Trauma”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Grove, Benett, Alexandria, MN, Social Work
“Applying Dialectical Behavior Therapy in Clinical Practice”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Hansen, Emily, West Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Integrading Youth Feedback With Transitional Leadership”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Hanson, Madison, Gully, MN, Social Work
“Transforming Behavioral Health Systems Through Leadership and Advocacy”
Dr. Melanie Fierstine, Advisor

Harms, Andrew, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Hendrickx, Alexandra, Alexandria, MN, Social Work
“From Thought to Action: Examining the Effectiveness and Application of 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy”
Dr. Melanie Fierstine, Advisor

Hoffman, Mackenzie, Detroit Lakes, MN, Social Work
“Enhancing Trauma Recovery: The Effectiveness of Trauma-Focused Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapy for Youth”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Isbell, Robin, Moorhead, MN, Social Work
“Integrating Motivational Interviewing Into Residential SUD Treatment”
Dr. Jeremy Carney

Jystad, Dana, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Solution Focused Brief Therapy in Healthcare: An Integrated Approach 
Addressing the Rise in Mental Health Needs in the Emergency Department”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Karsnia, Jessica, International Falls, MN, Social Work
“Child-Centered Play Therapy”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Kimble, Mason, Littleton, CO, Social Work
“Transformational Leadership With Grassroots Efforts”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Kirchenwitz, Trichelle, West Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Acceptance and Commitment Therapy for Adults With Dual Diagnosis”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Lamm, Alicia, Harvey, ND, Social Work
“Using Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing Therapy to Work 
Through What Has Happened to You”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Loo, Elizabeth, Pillager, MN, Social Work
“Examining the Impact of Theraplay on Attachment Improvement Within 
Families”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Melgaard, Katelyn, Breckenridge, MN, Social Work
“Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor
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Parisien, Nyomi, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“A Trauma-Focused Approach, Cognitive Processing Therapy”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Purcell, Rhea, Moorhead, MN, Social Work
“Using Cognitive Behavior Therapy in a Primary Care Clinic Setting”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Schowalter, Makenzie, Ham Lake, MN, Social Work
“The Impact of TF-CBT on Autistic Individuals With a Trauma History”
Linda Jaeger, Advisor

Slama, Brittany, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Enhancing Parent-Child Relationships: Evaluating the Impact of Parent-Child 
Interaction Therapy for Children With Diverse Diagnoses”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Thene, Madison, Menahga, MN, Social Work
“Neurofeedback Therapy”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Turner, RoseMilove, Fergus Falls, MN, Social Work
“The Effectiveness of Mindfulness-Based Cognitive Therapy”
Dr. Melanie Fierstine, Advisor

Weets, Haley, Detroit Lakes, MN, Social Work
“Adapting Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) for Native 
American Youth”
Prof. Denette Narum, Advisor

Williams, Cacey, Fargo, ND, Social Work
“Restoring Balance: Accelerated Resolution Therapy in Trauma Treatment”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

Ylitalo, Samantha, Dent, MN, Social Work
“Portfolio Project on Applied Behavior Analysis”
Dr. Jeremy Carney, Advisor

SPECIALIST
Albertson, Sydney, Foxhome, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Barron, Matthew, Annandale, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Baukol, Tyler, Breckenridge, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Brown, Bridget, St. Michael, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Bursack, Mallary, Canby, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Buysse, Brant, Minneota, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Chandler, Brittany, Jamestown, ND, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Fuchs, Lauren, Fargo, ND, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Gilbraith, Kiana, Moorhead, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Hall, Danielle, Ostrander, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Hassan, Safiyo, Saint Cloud, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Hausmann, Amber, Morris, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Hayden, Kenneth, Roseau, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Heggelund, Nikki, Watertown, SD, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor
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Henderson, Tanis, Cohasset, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Hoffmann, Lindsay, Walker, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Hudson, Andrell, Maple Grove, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Kerr, Teresa, Grand Junction, CO, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Klimek, Shawn, Nevis, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Look, Rachael, Cottage Grove, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

MacDonald, Brenna, St. Paul, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Markuson, Heather, Moorhead, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Miron, Mike, Hugo, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Nelson, Hailey, Eden Prairie, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Nycklemoe, Lena, Fergus Falls, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Oatis, Jana, Park Rapids, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Pearson, Russell, Ramsey, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Peterson, Emma, Grand Forks, ND, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Reller, Evan, Melrose, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Ruml, Emily, Worthington, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Marci Glessner, Advisor

Sayles, Kirby, Morris, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Smith, Andrew, Moorhead, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Mary Dosch, Advisor

Smith, Lisa, Hibbing, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. Christopher Mills, Advisor

Steinkamp, Erica, Grand Meadow, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Stratmoen, Michaela, Dawson, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Prof. Joshua Johnson, Advisor

Topinka, Tanisha, Madelia, MN, Educational Leadership
“Professional Portfolio”
Dr. James Johnson, Advisor

Walker, Eva, Moorhead, MN, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Lisa H. Stewart, Advisor

Watson, Katlyn, Billings, MT, School Psychology
“School Psychology Specialist Reflective Portfolio”
Dr. Rochelle Bergstrom, Advisor



48 CLASS OF 2025    COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY MINNESOTA STATE UNIVERSITY MOORHEAD 49

Majors and Minors
The Commencement Program lists all majors and minors which have been completed. 
If a student has completed two majors, the majors are separated by a comma (English, 
History); if a student has completed a major and a minor, the major and minor are 
separated by a semi-colon (English; History). If a student has earned a minor via the 
Tri-College University, the home institution is listed after the minor and placed in 
parentheses, i.e. French (Concordia).

Graduate Candidates 
Candidates receiving graduate degrees are listed in the program. The listing also 
contains the title of their thesis or project and their faculty advisor. Each candidate that 
participates in the ceremony is wearing the appropriate master’s or specialist hood. The 
color of the velvet edging on the hood represents the academic discipline and the silk 
lining (red and white) represents Minnesota State University Moorhead. 

Academic Honors
Students who complete at least 45 credits at MSU Moorhead as candidates for 
baccalaureate degrees may graduate with the following honors: 

CUM LAUDE.............................................representing a cumulative grade point 	
	 average of 3.40 or higher

MAGNA CUM LAUDE.............................representing a cumulative grade point 
	 average of 3.60 or higher

SUMMA CUM LAUDE.............................representing a cumulative grade point 
	 average of 3.80 or higher

Such honors are computed from the cumulative grade point average earned in all 
courses at MSU Moorhead. The graduates who have earned these honors will have the 
achievement listed on their academic transcripts. The CUM LAUDE graduates wear 
white honor cords. The MAGNA CUM LAUDE graduates wear red honor cords. The 
SUMMA CUM LAUDE graduates wear red and white honor cords. 

Honors Program Graduates 
The MSU Moorhead Honors Program exists to award and encourage superior academic 
performance. Students who have earned a 3.50 grade point average during their 
freshman year are invited to participate in the Honors Program. Those who complete 
the rigorous Honors Program curricular requirements are listed in the Commencement 
Program and have the achievement listed on their academic transcripts. 

Honor Societies
Alpha Kappa Delta, the National Sociology Honor Society, seeks to acknowledge and 
promote excellence in the study of sociology, the research of social problems, and other 
social and intellectual activities to help improve the human condition. Membership is 
open to undergraduates who are sociology majors, at least juniors, rank in the top 35% of 
their class or have at least a 3.5 overall GPA, have at least a 3.0 GPA in sociology courses 
prior to initiation, and have completed at least four sociology courses.

Alpha Phi Sigma, the National Criminal Justice Honor Society, recognizes academic 
excellence of undergraduate criminal justice majors who maintain a GPA of 3.5 or above, 
are nominated by faculty, and are in the top 35% of their class. The goals of Alpha Phi 
Sigma are to honor and promote academic excellence, community service, educational 
leadership, and unity.

Alpha Upsilon Alpha, the honor society of the International Reading Association, was 
created in 1985 to recognize and encourage scholarship, the development of personal 
and professional leadership, and service to the field of reading at both the undergraduate 
and graduate levels.

The Greek letters chosen for this honor society are significant: They come from the 
words Anagnosis (reading), Upotrophia (scholarship) and Archon (leadership). The 
society motto, which is attributed to Horace, says it all: “Lege sapere aude,” or “Read, 
dare to be wise.”

Membership in Alpha Upsilon Alpha brings a sense of scholarly accomplishment in the 
field of reading and language arts. Members are acknowledged for having excelled in 
their chosen field of study, and are recognized as professionals committed to the impor-
tance of reading and language arts in education. 

Beta Beta Beta (βββ) National Biology Society is an academic society for students who 
major in Biology. The requirements for membership in the Omega Mu chapter of Beta 
Beta Beta are (I) at least three biology courses in the biology major, and (2) a minimum 
GPA of 3.0 in those courses. The honor pin displays three Greek letters, Beta Beta Beta, 
and a coiled serpent. The first Beta stands for the Greek word BALANNOS, which means 
acorn; it represents life in and on the ground. The second Beta stands for the Greek 
word BOUDETASE, which means little bird; it represents life in the air. The third Beta 
stands for the Greek word BOAX, which means fish; it represents life in the water. All 
three words may be summed up in one word BIOS, meaning life. The coiled serpent 
in the center of the pin is an ancient symbol of wisdom. Graduating students who are 
members of Beta Beta Beta may wear the red and green cords symbolic of the Society.
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Beta Gamma Sigma (ΒΓΣ) honor society was founded in 1913 as an academic society for 
students who major in Business or Accounting. Students ranking in the top 10 percent 
of the baccalaureate program at schools accredited by AACSB International – The 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business – are eligible for this invitation. 
AACSB Accreditation is known, worldwide, as the longest standing, most recognized 
form of accreditation a business program can earn. The blue and gold honor cord worn 
by Beta Gamma Sigma members features a gold (metal) key charm attached to the knot 
above the tassel on one end of the blue cord.

Chi Sigma Alpha is a member of Chi Sigma Iota, which is an international honor society 
that values academic and professional excellence in counseling. We promote a strong 
professional identity through members (professional counselors, counselor educators, 
and students) who contribute to the realization of a healthy society by fostering wellness 
and human dignity. The membership requirements include, “Those who have a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.5 or better on a scale of 4.0 and are deemed promising for endorsement 
as a professional counselor whose ethical judgment and behavior will be exemplary” 
(CSI Bylaws, Article 4.1).  Members of Chi Sigma Alpha wear blue and white honor cords 
and/or a white stole that displays the Chi Sigma Iota emblem and Greek Letters.

Financial Management Association (FMA) honor society was founded in 1974 and remains 
the only national honor society specifically for finance students. The group is dedicated 
to the ongoing development of financial theory and sound, ethical financial practices. To 
qualify for membership, students must maintain a GPA above 3.5 in their finance course-
work and earn a major, minor, or certificate in finance at MSUM. Honor society inductees 
wear a silver sash with the logo of FMA printed in blue.

Golden Key International Honour Society  is the world’s largest collegiate honor society 
founded in 1977, comprised of more than 2 million undergraduate, graduate and alumni 
members.  Membership into the Society is by invitation only and applies to the top 15% 
of college and university sophomores, juniors and seniors, as well as top-performing 
graduate students in all fields of study, based solely on their academic achievements. 
With over 400 student chapters worldwide, Golden Key recognizes highly motivated 
academic achievers who will become leaders and contributors to society in the future. 
Golden Key offers many additional member-only privileges that highlight the three 
pillars of Academics, Leadership and Service.

Lambda Epsilon Chi “LEX” is a national honor society recognizing academic excellence 
for Paralegal students. Invitations for membership are extended to those students who are 
declared majors in MSUM’s Paralegal Department and who have met the following criteria: 
(1) completion of at least two-thirds of the course requirements for the major, and (2) cumula-
tive GPA of 3.5 in Paralegal courses. 

Lambda Pi Eta is the official honor society for communication studies students. It is 
sponsored by the National Communication Association (NCA). Students must have a 3.0 
cumulative GPA and a 3.25 GPA for communication studies courses. The pin features 
the Greek words lambda, pi, and eta which stand for Aristotle’s three forms of proof: 
logos, pathos, and ethos.

Phi Alpha is a national social work honor society which was established in 1960.  The 
purpose of Phi Alpha is to promote humanitarian goals and ideals and to provide a closer 
bond among students of social work.  The membership requirements include excellence 
in scholarship, with a minimum GPA of 3.25 and achievement in social work. 

Pi Kappa Lambda, the national honor society in music, was established in 1918 at Northwest-
ern University in Illinois to provide an organization dedicated to the furtherance of music in 
education and education in music in colleges, universities, and other institutions of higher 
learning which offer music degree programs. Election to the Epsilon lota chapter (established 
at MSUM in 1982) requires that students be outstanding in scholarship and musicianship, 
and that candidates in their junior year be in the top 10% of their class, that seniors be in the 
top 20%, and that graduate students have satisfactorily completed the requirements of their 
degrees. The insignia pin of Pi Kappa Lambda is a gold Grecian lyre with symbols of music 
and drama (panpipes and mask with foils) on each side of the three strings of the lyre. 

Pi Sigma Alpha is a national honor society for political science majors. The requirements 
for membership in the Alpha Eta Mu chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha are (1) completion of 
ten semester credits in political science including one 300-level class, (2) a minimum of 
3.0 GPA in political science courses, and (3) a cumulative GPA of 3.0. The honor pin is a 
small gold pin with the honor society’s Greek letters on the front and the honor cords are 
red and white.

Psi Chi is an honorary society founded in 1929 for psychology majors. Psi Chi is a member 
of the Association of College Honor Societies and an affiliate of the American Psychologi-
cal Association and the Association for Psychological Science. The MSUM Chapter of Psi 
Chi was established in the Psychology Department in 1984.  In addition to the national 
membership requirements of a 3.0 GPA, class rank in the top 35%, completion of three 
semesters of college, and nine semester hours of psychology courses, the MSUM chapter 
requires a minimum GPA of 3.25 in psychology courses. Members of Psi Chi wear a 
medallion that displays the Psi Chi emblem of the Greek letters Psi and Chi.

Sigma Delta Pi, the National Collegiate Hispanic Honor Society (La Sociedad Nacional 
Honoraria Hispánica), is devoted exclusively to students of Spanish in four-year colleges 
and universities. It was established on November 14, 1919, at the University of California 
in Berkeley. Upsilon Sigma, the local chapter of SDP was organized at MSUM in the fall 
of 2000. Requirements for membership are (1) completing at least three years or the 
equivalent of college Spanish, including at least three semester hours of a third-year course 
in Hispanic literature or Hispanic culture and civilization, (2) a minimum GPA of 3.0 
in Spanish, and (3) student rank in the upper 35% of their class. The Greek expression, 
Spanias Didagei Proagomen, stand for the motto, “Let us follow after Spain’s inspiration.” 
The honor pin and cord hearken back to the colors on the Spanish national flag and 
the coat of arms of Castilla y León, both which depict lions and castles in the checkered 
corners of the crest.
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Sigma Lambda Chi is an international and academic honor society for students majoring in 
construction management. It is known for being a society of leaders in construction. Chapters 
are located throughout the United States and Australia. It was founded as an honorary society 
on April 30, 1949 at Michigan State University in East Lansing Michigan. In 1991, Sigma 
Lambda Chi became a member of the Association of College Honor Societies, Inc. Require-
ments for membership are (1) complete two academic years of study toward a degree in 
Construction, (2) obtain an overall scholastic average in the upper 20% of his or her incoming 
class, (3) study at the present institution for the preceding six months, (4) demonstrate leader-
ship, character, and personality traits which will give promise of reflecting credit upon Sigma 
Lambda Chi, (5) participate in one or more extracurricular activities, and (6) work in some 
phase of the construction industry.

Sigma Phi Omega, the National Gerontology Honor Society, recognizes academic excel-
lence of those who study gerontology and aging. Local chapters serve as links within their 
respective communities to promote interaction between gerontology educators, students, 
alumni, and local professionals. Membership is open to undergraduates who are gerontol-
ogy majors and who are in at least their second term of enrollment with a cumulative GPA 
of at least 3.5.

Sigma Pi Sigma (ΣΠΣ) is the physics honor society and was founded in 1921.  Election to 
ΣΠΣ is earned by a minimum GPA of 3.0 and demonstrated excellence in at least two of 
four categories; research work, outreach participation, Society of Physics Students involve-
ment or outstanding academic achievement in physics. ΣΠΣ exists to honor and encourage 
physics scholarship, to be of service to the various communities it may influence, and to 
be a fellowship of persons who have shared in the traditions and culture of physics. The 
name ΣΠΣ comes from the first letters that compose the society motto Σκεψιζ Προστατηζ 
Συνεσεωζ which translated from Greek is “investigation, the forerunner of knowledge”. 
The official insignia and key consists of a voltmeter, lamp and dynamo. The voltmeter 
symbolizes the high accuracy which is the hallmark of careful experiments, the lamp is the 
symbol of knowledge (Σοφια in Greek) and the dynamo represents the creative energy that 
is so necessary to productive research. The MSUM Sigma Pi Sigma chapter was founded 
in 1974.

Sigma Theta Tau International is an honorary society for nursing majors, and was 
founded in 1922. The mission of the Honor Society of Nursing, Sigma Theta Tau Inter-
national, is advancing world health and celebrating nursing excellence in scholarship, 
leadership, and service. Founded in 1922, the name Sigma Theta Tau comes from the 
Greek words storgé, thárros, and timé, meaning “love,” “courage,” and “honor.” STTI 
became incorporated in 1985 as Sigma Theta Tau International Inc.  STTI member-
ship is by invitation to baccalaureate and graduate nursing students who demonstrate 
excellence in scholarship and to nurse leaders exhibiting exceptional achievements in 
nursing. With more than 135,000 active members in more than 85 countries, Xi Kappa 
Chapter at Large includes MSU Moorhead, North Dakota State University, Jamestown 
University and Concordia College. 

Academic Attire
The caps and gowns worn at formal academic events in American colleges are the direct 
descendants of the everyday costumes worn in the universities of Medieval England 
when each school had its peculiar dress so that an Oxford student could be distinguished 
from a Cambridge student. Because of the tremendous growth of American colleges, and 
the confusion that would result if each were to adopt a distinctive costume, the Inter-
collegiate Bureau of Academic Costume was organized. The Bureau has established a 
uniform code that over 700 institutions have adopted. 

There are three types of gowns and three types of hoods for bachelors, masters, and doctors. 
The bachelors gown has a long pointed sleeve, whereas the masters gown has a long closed 
sleeve, square at the end. The doctors gown is characterized by a voluminous bell-shaped 
sleeve with three velvet bars. 

The hoods for all degrees are lined with silk in the official academic color or colors of 
the institution conferring the degree and have an edging or trim of velvet, the color of 
which indicates the academic discipline or faculty to which the degree pertains. The 
bachelors hood is not worn by candidates for the baccalaureate degree but only by those 
upon whom this degree has been previously conferred. The masters hood is consider-
ably longer, has a wider velvet edging, and exposes more of the lining. The doctors hood 
has wide panels at the side. It has the widest velvet edging, greatest length, and fullest 
exposure of the lining. 

The black mortarboard cap with tassel is worn with each type of gown. Those holding a 
doctor’s degree are privileged to wear a gold tassel. Masters and bachelors wear tassels 
that are either black or of the color appropriate to the academic discipline in which they 
are graduating. 

Some of the colors which may be observed at this commencement and which symbolize 
various faculties are as follows:

	 Arts and Humanities....................................................White
	 Business Administration................................... Light Brown
	 Education...............................................................Light Blue
	 Fine Arts..............................................................Dark Brown
	 Law...............................................................................Purple
	 Music............................................................................... Pink
	 Nursing...................................................................... Apricot
	 Philosophy.............................................................. Dark Blue 
	 Public Administration.......................................Peacock Blue
	 Science............................................................Golden Yellow
	 Social Work................................................................... Citron
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Academic Marks
University Seal
Minnesota State University Moorhead’s Seal represents 
its history, mission, and distinctive characteristics. 
It is reserved for official and ceremonial use. In the 
University’s early history, Old Main was the largest 
and most impressive building in the area. A fire in 
1930 destroyed most of the school’s main building, 
except the arches of Old Main. Those arches became a 
significant symbol of the school’s ability to survive and 
were incorporated into the University Seal.

University Mace
The University President or his designee carries this 
staff in ceremonial processions to symbolize the 
University’s authority. Lyle Laske, Professor of Art 
Emeritus, crafted the staff for the University. The 
staff is sculpted from Brazilian rosewood, rubbed and 
polished to a deep luster. Its tips are cast in bronze and 
gold plated. The top piece on the staff, also in rosewood, 
is shaped in a universal form that symbolizes the 
medieval northern world. The staff rests in a base that 
is a solid, circular piece of rosewood. The staff was 
presented to President Roland Dille in 1978.  

Presidential Medallion  
The Presidential Medallion serves as a sign of the 
educational mission of Minnesota State University 
Moorhead. The President’s commitment to the 
University’s purposes is renewed in each solemn 
academic function, when it is appropriate to wear the 
medallion and be recharged by its symbols. 

College Marshals
The College Marshals are senior faculty representing 
their colleges.

Edna Szymanski 2008-2014Anne Blackhurst 2014-2023Timothy Downs 2023-present

A.L. Knoblauch 1955-1958 O.W. Snarr 1941-1955 Ray MacLean 1923-1941

Roland Dille 1968-1994Roland Barden 1994-2008 John Neumaier 1958-1968

Oliver M. Dickerson 1920-1923 Frank Weld 1899-1919 Livingston Lord 1888-1899

Minnesota State University Moorhead Presidents
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Minnesota State Colleges & Universities  
Board of Trustees
Scott Olson, Chancellor	 Roger Moe

George Soule, Chair	 Javier Morillo

Dawn Erlandson, Vice Chair	 Christopher Richter, student

Jay Cowles	 Kathy Sheran

Jim Grabowska	 Cheryl Tefer	

Tim Huebsch

Jerry Janezich

Jacqueline Johnson

Jana Johnson

Minnesota State University Moorhead  
Administrative Council
Timothy Downs, PhD	 President

Arrick Jackson, PhD	 Provost & Senior Vice President for Academic and Student 
Affairs

Georges Tippens, JD	 Vice President for Finance & Administration

Gary Haugo, M.Ed	 Vice President for University Advancement

Jason Trainer, PhD	 Vice President of Strategic Enrollment Management

Ellen Fagerstrom, PhD	 Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

Robert Nava, PhD	 Dean of Graduate & Extended Learning

Kayla Kappes, PHR	 Campus Human Resources Officer

Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson, PhD	 Dean of the College of Arts & Humanities 

Peter Sherman, PhD	 Dean of the College of Business, Analytics & 
Communication

Ok-Hee Lee, PhD	 Dean of the College of Education & Human Services

Elizabeth Nawrot, PhD	 Dean of the College of Science, Health & the Environment

Kara Gravley-Stack, PhD	 Dean of Students

Chad Markuson, MBA	 Director of Athletics

Ryan Nelson, AAS	 Director of Public Safety

Karen Qualey, Ed.S	 Executive Director for Library Services & Online Learning

Karen Lester, MBA	 Comptroller

Brenda Norris, BS	 Executive Director of Facilities Management

Jered Pigeon, MS	 Director, Office of Diversity & Inclusion

Kathy Lehn	 Executive Assistant to the President

MSUM Foundation Board of Directors
Adam Bernier, President

Jan Mahoney, Past President

Tonya Stende, Vice President

Brad Shamla, Secretary

Lisa Giese, Treasurer

Judd Graham, Member at Large

Jenni Huotari, Member at Large

Tara Baltes

Stacy Broman

Jeannie Camarillo

Ellen Case

Leah (Doherty) Clemedtson

Dayna Del Val

Brian French

Peter Geib

Anna Knutson

Gregory Lof

Corey Walther

Vince Williams

Jay Nibbe
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Minnesota Carnegie Professors of the Year (CASE)
Minnesota State University Moorhead is extremely proud to recognize the following 

State and U.S. Professors of the Year

Minnesota State Professors of the Year
Kyja Kristjansson-Nelson (2014)

Brian Wisenden (2013)

Martin Grindeland (2008)

Ellen Brisch (2007)

Mark Wallert (2005)

Jim Bartruff (2001)

Andrew Conteh (1999)

David Mason (1994)

Evelyn Lynch (1992)

Delmar Hansen (1987)

Administered by CASE (The Council for Advancement and Support of Education) 

and sponsored by The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, 

the Minnesota State Professor of the Year award recognizes professors for their 

influence on teaching and their commitment to undergraduate students.

U.S. Professor of the Year
Russell Colson (2010)

The U.S. Professor of the Year awards program, created in 1981, celebrates 

outstanding instructors across the country. Also, sponsored by CASE and the 

Carnegie Foundation for Advancement of Teaching, it is the only national initiative 

specifically designed to recognize excellence in undergraduate teaching and 

mentoring. Only four national winners are recognized each year.

Criteria

Extraordinary dedication to undergraduate teaching, which is demonstrated by 

excellence in the following areas: impact on and involvement with undergraduate 

students; scholarly approach to teaching and learning; contribution to 

undergraduate education in the institution, community and profession; and 

support from colleagues and current and former undergraduate students.

Congratulations!

#MSUM2025



Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal opportunity educator and employer. This 
information will be made available in alternate format, or if a disability-related accommodation is 
required, please contact Accessibility Resources at 218.477.2167 (voice) or 1.800.627.3529 (MRS/TYY).


