
Minnesota State University Moorhead

PHYS 140: Introduction to Sustainability
A. COURSE DESCRIPTION

Credits: 3

Lecture Hours/Week: 3

Lab Hours/Week: 0

OJT Hours/Week: *.*

Prerequisites: None

Corequisites: None

MnTC Goals: None

This course introduces the concept of environmental sustainability using energy as a theme. We will
examine how a variety of cultures utilize energy and how these cultures approach sustainability. Using a
systems approach we will explore current energy trends and discuss future energy scenarios. relevant
topics from physics, chemistry, biosciences and earth science will be covered as they relate to
sustainability. The tradeoffs (environmental as well as economic) associated with generating and using
energy for different cultures will be examined. Finally we will explore what actions are needed to work
towards a sustainable energy future. Students should have completed or be concurrently enrolled in
College Algebra.

B. COURSE EFFECTIVE DATES:  08/21/2011 - 05/15/2020

C. OUTLINE OF MAJOR CONTENT AREAS

None

D. LEARNING OUTCOMES (General)

None

E. Minnesota Transfer Curriculum Goal Area(s) and Competencies

None

F. LEARNER OUTCOMES ASSESSMENT

As noted on course syllabus

G. SPECIAL INFORMATION

None noted
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