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TITLE: Legd Research and Writing |
(PARA 250)
OBJECTIVES: 1 To introduce the students to legdl reference

materials which are most commonly used in practice.

2. To give the students opportunities to use the materids by
assgning research projects and requiring written results.

3. To introduce the students to teamwork by conducting
research in smdl groups.

4. To give the gudentsingght into their abilities and aress for
improvement in basic writing skills.

CREDITS: 3 Semester credit hours

INSTRUCTION: Lecture; smal groups; library work

EVALUATION: Research assignments; tests
OUTLINE:
Week Time
1 Introduction:  The course
Thelibrary
Bascs of finding the law 2.5 hours
2: Federa and state court systems
Statutory law
Library assgnments: case reporters and
Federa statutes 2.5 hours

3 Statutory law
Caselaw and judicia opinions
Library assgnments. date statutes and
Case reporters 2.5 hours

4: Caselaw
Library assgnments: case briefing 2.5 hours



10:

11:

12:

13:

14.

15:

16:

Digests, A.L.R.’sand Words & Phrases
Library assgnments. federa and regiona

digests, A.L.R.’s, and Words & Phrases

Citation form — introduction to Uniform
Blue Book of Citation

Library assgnments. Citation exercises on
al mgor legd authorities

Review
Test #1

Encyclopedias, periodicals, treatises,
and restatements

Library assgnments Am.Jur., C.JS,,
Index to Legd Periodicas, Restatement
of Torts

Miscellaneous Secondary Authority
Library assgnments. Black’s Law Dictionary,
Martindade-Hubbell Law Directory

Legd citation form
Library assgnments: citation exercises
in al authorities covered thus far

Updating and vadidating research

Shepard's, including CD-ROM

Library assgnments. Shepardizing cases,
datutes, congtitutions

Specid research issues. legidative,
executive, and adminidrative maerids
Library assgnment: Congressiona Record and
Federd Regigter

Review
Test #2

New technology in legd research
Introduction to WestLaw and CD-ROM

Hands-on training in WestLaw and CD-ROM
Library assgnments. WestLaw and CD-ROM

Review

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours

2.5 hours
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Find exam 2.5 hours



