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WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?  

           This program is open for all interested 

MSUM international students.  It is open for 

University faculty and staff,  Fargo-Moorhead 

alumni and other interested FM residents to 

participate as a host family.  

 

WHAT ARE THE RESPONSIBILITIES?  

            There will be an annual Fall Picnic in 

which the friendship family participants  meet 

their international  student(s) or become reac-

quainted with them after the summer. This 

friendship family is expected to have the inter-

national student over a couple times the first 

month and a minimum of once every six weeks 

after that. The friendship family is expected to 

support the international student and attend one 

event related to his/her MSUM international 

student. This could include sports activities, 

concerts, drama presentations, or Student Aca-

demic Conference presentations. 

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES  

             Students and friendship family partici-

pants are not limited to the previously men-

tioned responsibilities and will most likely come 

up with many of their own activities. Some ideas 

that other friendship family participants have 

done in the past include:  Being available over 

the holidays for a traditional meal, Providing a 

place to stay over holidays or before school 

starts,  Picking up the student from the airport, 

Having the student over for a meal more often, 

Attending Celebration of Nations  

WHAT IS THE FRIENDSHIP  

FAMILY PROGRAM?  

                           The Friendship Family program is an 

opportunity for international students to 

experience American life. To create that 

extended family through social bonds bring-

ing  the members together through, commu-

nication, daily activities, outings, sports, 

etc. It is also an opportunity for Americans 

to have cross-cultural experiences and 

learn information about different countries 

and cultures from natives of those places. 

The objective is for international students 

to see a typical U.S. home. Students do not 

stay within the home, but participate in 

activities and outings.  

 

WHY MAKE A FAMILY?  

            International Students come from a 

distance and do not have easy access to 

their extended family or this  kind of fam-

ily in the U.S.  

            Some of the ways  friendship family 

interacts together are the different roles, 

personalities, strengths, etc. that provide 

an interesting and perhaps more helpful 

environment for the student. They can 

share ideas with each other and work as a 

team to be more helpful.  

            If there are children in the home, it 

may help to relieve tension and also provide 

another cultural experience for interna-

tional students.  

           This family provides a nurturing role 

in a natural way that may be helpful and 

help make life in this new culture less 

stressful. 
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