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MSUM candidates are becoming professionals who are knowledgeable, humanistic, reflective, and creative.* 
 

 
Early Childhood Majors 
 
License:  Early childhood education majors are 
licensed to teach children from birth to grade 
three in a variety of settings, including 
preschool, Head Start, child care, early 
childhood family education programs, and 
elementary schools. 
 
Special Education Majors 
 
License:  Special Education majors choose a 
licensure area in one or more of the following: 
 

• Early Childhood Special Education 
• Developmental Disabilities 
• Emotional Behavioral Disorders 
• Learning Disabilities 
• Physical and Health Disabilities 

(graduate level only) 
 

Elementary Education Majors 
 
License:  All elementary education majors must 
add a specialty area to their elementary 
program.  These specialty areas will determine 
whether the student’s license extends upward 
to eighth grade, or downward to three-year-
olds. 
 

Specialty Area Options: 
 

• Communication, Arts, and Literature 
• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Social Studies 
• World Language and Culture:  Spanish 
• Preprimary Education 

 

The Minnesota Board of Teaching has designed 
its licensures for teachers to overlap so that 
schools can more freely move teachers from 
one setting to the next, according to the needs 
of the school.  A teacher with an early childhood 
license will be able to teach in the primary 
grades as well as in pre-primary classrooms.  
Elementary teachers will be able to move into 
preschool programs or into middle school 
settings, grades five through eight, depending 
on the area they have chosen for their specialty.  
Likewise, secondary teachers who traditionally 
have taught in high schools, grades seven 
through twelve, will now be able to work in 
middle schools serving students as young as 
fifth grade. 
 
 

  
Licensure Range 
 

 Core K-6 License onto 
Which Specialty Areas 
Attach 

 
Minnesota Teaching Licensure Options 

 

 Birth –  
3 years 

3 – 4 
years 

K –  
Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grades 

9 - 12 
Early Childhood 

Licensure 
         

Elementary with 
Preprimary Specialty 

         

Elementary with 5-8th 
Content Specialty 

         

Middle & Secondary 
(5th-12th) 

         

Early Childhood 
Special Education 

  …to age 6       

All Other Special 
Education 

         

Music, Art, ELL, 
Spanish, PE 

         

 



*MSUM candidates are becoming professionals 
who are knowledgeable, humanistic, reflective, 
and creative. 
 
Knowledgeable:  MSUM candidates display competence in 
their subject matter, built upon a strong grounding in liberal 
studies. MSUM candidates understand the principles of learning, 
assessment and technology. They understand and apply legal and 
ethical considerations to all aspects of their work. MSUM 
candidates are able to integrate theory and practice, and view 
learning as an active process. MSUM candidates demonstrate the 
ability to model connections between philosophical foundations 
and best practices in the field. As life-long learners, MSUM 
candidates engage in research and complex thinking. They design 
opportunities for others to seek knowledge and to understand 
themselves as members of the world community. 
 
Reflective:  MSUM candidates engage in thoughtful analysis of 
the meaning and significance of their actions, decisions, and 
results with regard to their work in order to assess progress in 
meeting this guiding principle. It is through this reflective process 
that candidates improve instruction, implement new ideas, 
abandon ineffective methodologies, and enhance learning 
outcomes for their students. MSUM candidates are skilled at 
analyzing their teaching from a variety of perspectives and 
identifying connections between teaching strategies and student 
learning. In addition, candidates utilize a variety of techniques to 
question their procedures and consider alternatives for instruction 
and student growth. MSUM candidates recognize learning, 
motivational, and developmental variables and relate those 
dimensions to their teaching practices. Finally, MSUM candidates 
bring a questioning spirit to received wisdom and conventional 
practice when needed. 
 
Humanistic:  MSUM candidates value the personal worth of 
each individual. This is based on a belief in people's potential and 
innate ability to develop to their fullest. MSUM candidates' actions 
are grounded in knowledge of different cultural and ethnic groups 
within the world community, and in knowledge of the influence of 
culture and history, ethnicity, language, gender and socio-
economics on one's life. This knowledge base informs candidates' 
decision-making as they create environments that promote 
freedom, compassion, and success for all learners. MSUM 
candidates are fair-minded in their interactions with others, as well 
as sensitive to and accepting of individual differences. Further, 
MSUM candidates have an understanding of aesthetics and the 
diversity that is part of the human experience and will incorporate 
this knowledge into their work. MSUM candidates recognize and 
accommodate a variety of linguistic and nonlinguistic interpersonal 
skills in their actions with others MSUM candidates foster 
resiliency in the students with whom they work and model these 
qualities in their own work. 
 
Creative:  MSUM candidates understand the powerful resources 
of the arts and sciences and use their knowledge of these areas to 
bring the best of their imaginative and creative acts into the 
classroom. MSUM candidates recognize the important role 
creativity plays in the design of instruction and classroom 
environment. They will, for themselves and for their students, meet 
new situations with resourcefulness, excitement and curiosity, with 
an investigative attitude, and with the ability to pose, seek and 
design solutions to problems. MSUM candidates are cognizant of 
the aesthetic elements of the world and draw on that knowledge to 
make curricular decisions designed to help students not only learn 
about aesthetics, but to also learn how to think about the world at 
large. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minnesota State University Moorhead 
College of Education and Human Services 

Lommen Hall 212, Box 86 
1104 7th Avenue South 
Moorhead, MN 56563 

 
For more information, please visit: 

http://www.mnstate.edu/edhuman/stl.cfm 
 

Or call: 
218-477-2096 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Minnesota State University Moorhead is an equal 
opportunity educator and employer, and is a member 

of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities 
System. 

This information will be made available in alternate 
format, such as Braille, large print or audio cassette 
tape, upon request, by contacting Disability Services 

at 218-477-5859 (voice) or 1-800-627-3529 
(MRS/TTY). 
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