

















Learning Objective C: Students will verify they have the capacity to solve complex
multi-stage problems involving legal reasoning, analytical thinking and logical
argumentation.

ikt

The instrument: One instrument was used to assess each respective objective. Four
LGST majors sat for the LSAT (Law School Admission Test) in the 2007-08 academic
year. Each of these four students was asked to voluntarily take a “practice” test (an
old version of the LSAT from three years ago) in preparation for taking the actual
LSAT. Those scores from the practice test were calibrated using published LSAT
score data.

The results:

Competency 1: Average Score: 1.50 One student scored 1+ Standard deviation
below average.

Competency 2: Average Score: 2.00

Competency 3: Average Score: 2.00

Students traditionally struggle with the competency 1 area of this evaluation,
entitled “Logical Reasoning” on the LSAT. This evaluation shows no exception as
one of the four students fell more than one standard deviation below the national
average for the practice test, and each of the other three fell below average but
within one standard deviation of that average. In the other two areas of the test, the
students generally did at least average work or slightly above average.

Itis difficult to understand why MSUM students generally, as well as LGST majors,
tend to underperform on the LSAT. This has been the pattern in my twelve years at
this institution and seems impervious to change. We have offered seminars in how
to attack the LSAT, specifically worked with students on test preparation and yet on
average, scores achieved by students at MSUM fall below the national median. This
argues that traditional liberal arts programs may not have much effect on student
ability to take standardized tests, as the best predictor of student success on the
LSAT has always seemed to be their performance on the ACT or SAT. Whether this
is a flaw in the LSAT as a "quasi intelligence” test, or “aptitude” test is debatable.
One questions whether this evaluation is a fair one of what our students learn
within the LGST major, but it is an external check on at least one element of student
success and is probably worth following up on in the coming years.






